
Cheltenham Festival 2020:  Day 2 Review 
 
  
1.30 – Ballymore Novices Hurdle G1  
 
Time will tell how well this race works out, but I’d be surprised if it doesn’t throw up 
numerous chase winners in seasons to come. All indications are that Envoi Allen should go 
right to the top. You’d think it’s the Marsh or RSA next year, with The Gold Cup the long-
term aim. 
 
Easywork did well to run so well I thought, given how hard he pulled through the race, never 
settling. He’s clearly got an engine. The Big Getaway and The Big Breakaway (another 
Festival where nearly all the Tizzard horses ran poorly) look made for fences and I’ve already 
mentioned Mossy Fen and Shan Blue in Day 1’s review (various form lines with Shishkin).  
  
Using the ‘Form Follow’ tool in Horse Race Base I can see that the 2019 renewal has 
produced  67 subsequent runners / 19 wins / 36p / -5.1SP. Champ finished second in this 
last year.  In 2018:  10/58; 2017 16/58 
 
So, as with the Supreme, it looks like a novice hurdle worth following as it will produce 
subsequent winners. Obviously you can’t just back them all, but as always a decent ‘way in’.  
 
There’s one horse for the notebooks from 2019’s renewal…  
 
Bright Forecast (6YO/Ben Pauling) … I believe he’s been off with an injury as he hasn’t run 
since his 3rd in this race, splitting Champ and Brewinupastorm. He’s back in training now and 
all being well will be seen ‘next’ season.   
 
Back to this year’s race, and there’s a couple for the notebook who must surely have  
handicaps in them. They didn’t run in this race, but their form ties in with Envoi Allen and/or 
Easywork … 
 
Conflated (6YO/G Elliot)  
 
This one has a mark of 136 which looks workable. He spent his winter racing in Irish G1/2s. 
His form:- 

• 30 Nov 19, facile 5L win in a 25-runner maiden hurdle at Fairyhouse. The 5 behind 
him that day have all run well since, 3 wins between them so far.  

• 15 Dec 19 : Grade 2- 6L 3rd (of 4) to Latest Exhibition (2nd in Albert Bartlett, OR 149 
going into Chelt) Andy Dufresne 2nd, and he’d win his next start (now rated 144)  

• 5Th Jan 20: Grade 1 - 14 ½ L 4 of 6, Envoi Allen winning. Elixir D’Ainay was 2nd that 
day, and he was travelling well in the Supreme when taken out. He’s aso one to keep 
an eye on.  

• 2nd Feb 20: Leop G1 – dropped to 16f, he was always on the back foot/outpaced, 
beaten 17 ½ L (4 of 7) by Asterion Forlonge 8L behind Easywork who was 2nd that 
day, and was 2nd in The Ballymore, beaten 4 ½ L by Envoi Allen  



I do wonder if they were building up his experience while protecting his mark, in races he 
was never going to compete in.  His Fairyhouse maiden win indicates he handles big fields 
and may well thrive in them. I’d be surprised if he doesn’t have a big field handicap hurdle in 
him off this mark, stepped back up to 20f+ . It could be he was being aimed at Fairyhouse or 
Punchestown. Whether they’ll now be forced to go chasing next season we shall see.  
 
MT Leinster (6YO/W Mullins) (Or 142)  
 
A similar profile to the one above and he was 3rd in in that Leop G1 in Feb – 4L ahead of 
Conflated and 4L behind Easywork. He was ½ L 2nd behind Easywork in a maiden hurdle at 
Gowran in November. His win came in an 18 runner maiden hurdle at Leopardstown, 
winning by an easy 9L. He can be enthusiastic through his races and it could be he needs a 
big field/strong pace to be seen at his best. He didn’t have that on either run since. It could 
be he’s worth trying over 20f also. Again, from this mark, I suspect Mullins has a plan or two. 
Maybe one for Galway if it gets the go ahead.  
 
 
2.10 RSA  
 
A race that will live long in the memory. As with last year’s renewal (Top of The Game – 
2021 Gold Cup?! / Santini / Delta Work) I suspect the front three in this will only continue to 
improve over fences and may appreciate better ground.  
 
Minella Indo and Allaho got racing too soon I think although both were keen enough 
through the race. Maybe Minella Indo idled in front also, and his tired error at the last didn’t 
help - but both the front two appeared out on their feet up the hill, whereas Champ just 
kept going. He’s clearly a thorough stayer. If he can tidy up his jumping and hold a position 
more easily, he’s another who could be Gold Cup bound next season. Although maybe those 
‘areas for improvement’ will hold him back.   
 
Allaho is also clearly a smart horse but I wonder if this is as far as he wants to go. He did 
race with the choke out at times but could be a Ryanair type in time. He looks pacey but 
there should still be improvement to come.  
 
This race could well be getting stronger as a pointer to future stars/chase winners. As noted 
last year’s race was strong and Al Boum Photo fell in 2018, when looking beat at the time.  
 
The 2017 renewal: 6/43, 13p ; 2018 8/39, 15p; 2019 11/45, 19p  
 
Aye Right – (7YO/H Graham) – he’s clearly no G1 animal but he travelled well for a long way 
through this, jumping well. From a mark of 146 he looks like being a much better chaser 
than hurdler, and you’d think he’s got a decent pot or two in him, especially back up north. 
It will be interesting to see how they campaign him next season. Maybe they will consider 
something like the Bet Victor in the autumn, as he seemed to handle the track and may 
prefer a shorter trip around here. However, he was well stuffed but he is unexposed over 
fences and must surely have a handicap or two in him.  
 



2.50 – Coral Cup  
 
The first thing to note about this race is that it was seemingly run at a crawl – strangely for a 
Festival handicap hurdle they didn’t appear to go that quick and they were well bunched 
turning for home. I suspect there are plenty in here who’d have appreciated a much 
stronger pace and will have wins in them when getting one. The pace set up here will have 
been a valid excuse for many.  
 
This handicap has traditionally thrown up plenty of future winners, especially when horses 
are dropped in class.  ‘Form follow’ >>> 

• 2018: 17/106, 33p 
o Class 3 or below: 11/37, 17p  

• 2019: 19/98, 30p 
o Class 3 or below: 13/29, 14p  

 
Protektorat(5YO/D Skelton) – he’s only 5 but is another who was pulling for his head 
through this. He does have plenty to learn but would have appreciated a much stronger 
pace. He challenged wide into the straight and was close enough approaching the last, 
before flattening out. I suspect he has a nice handicap pot in him when it all clicks, in a big 
field and with a strong pace to settle off. He beat Imperial Alcazar at HQ on New Years Day 
and Fergal/Paddy really like that horse.  
 
Champagne Well (7YO/F O’Brien) – he was running in only his 2nd handicap here and 
travelled well near the front end. He hadn’t been asked a question when blundering 2 out, 
game over. He may well have been unsighted. Some of his form reads well, especially that 
with Thyme Hill. Again, he was also enthusiastic through the race but he moves like a horse 
who’s got more handicap wins in him. It could be he’s destined for fences now though.  
 
Canardier (8YO/W Mullins)– He was making stable debut for Mullins, and that’s usually a 
trainer upgrade. He was only having his 4th handicap start here, having come 5th in the race 
last year for previous connections, on handicap debut. Like Protektorat he travelled strongly 
through this and probably over raced – he’d have appreciated a stronger pace. He was 
hampered 2 out also and was around 4L off the pace when falling at the last. He’s ran some 
big races in competitive handicaps and you’d like to think Mullins will get more wins out of 
him, especially when facing some better ground.  
 
Mares dominated this race filling the first two places and I’ll return to their Festival record 
later on.  
 
This result was another reminder during the week that formulating decisions on the 
morning of racing can have its faults during Festival week. The winner was widely available 
at 10s the evening before, a general 11/2 or so on the morning of the race. There’s food for 
thought there on how I approach the week. Although JP may have had something to do with 
that. I’ve always liked approaching the racing with ‘fresh eyes’ on the day, having 
deliberated the day before. Something to ponder, although there’s pros and cons to every 
approach, especially timing.  
 



No thoughts on The Champion Chase, nor the Cross Country – although if Easyland stays 
sound you’d think this race is his for the taking for many years to come. Tiger struggled a bit 
in the ground, and I suspect they left something to work on, with Aintree in mind. However, 
it was still impressive from the winner, and the front two were some way clear. His RPR of 
171 may indicate he’s worth a go in open G1s, but you’d think his career may now be 
defined by his future record around here.  
 
4.50 – The Fred Winter  
 
Generally this race isn’t worth following although it can fluctuate and it will be interested to 
see who steps forward in future years.  
 
In 2017: the top 10 only produced 1 subsequent winner. In 2018 it was 7 but in 2019 the top 
10 only produced 2 subsequent winners. So, some caution is advised. Maybe it’s a case of 
looking for those that didn’t really get competitive and who’s better jumps days may be 
ahead of them… 
 
Galahad Quest (4YO/N Williams) – I thought he looked over-priced on the day but didn’t 
run very well, maybe doing too much up in the van – in theory, having previously beaten 
Night Edition, he should have been in there pitching. But, they’re not robots. Nick Williams 
has spoken highly of him, more so as a chaser of the future. If there is a decent chaser of the 
future to come from this race, it could be him.  Maybe he will turn out to be another Coo 
Star Sivola, who finished 3rd in The Fred Winter, 4th the next year in The Martin Pipe, before 
winning The Ultima the year after that. Connections will be hoping so, and he is bred for 
jumping, unlike many in this race.  
 
 
5.30 – The Champion Bumper 
 
Another Irish clean sweep in this race with Dan Skelton’s Third Time Lucky running best of 
the English in 4th. I suspect Roger Teal was pleased with the run of Ocean Wind (6th) also, 
and both should have bright futures ths side of the Irish Sea.  
 
Unsurprisingly this race is usually produces many subsequent winners.  

• 2017: 25/92, 48p  

• 2018: 26/80, 50p 

• 2019: 18/51, 34p (inc 9, G1/2 wins)  
 
Last year Cheveley Park Stud took this with Envoi Allen. This year they took it with Ferny 
Hollow who came from last to first in impressive fashion. He did cost 300k and has started 
to pay them back. Aiming good horses at this race is starting to look like a deliberate 
strategy and it could be worth noting their sales activity and the bumper performances in 
the autumn. (esp for you Ante-Post players) 
 
 
** 
 



Finally… Here come the girls… ?  
 
2019 was possible evidence that the changes the BHA have made to the Mares jumps 
programme are starting to bear fruit- certainly when it comes to The Festival. This could 
well be a trend we should note.  
 
The BHA have been making changes for a few years now, with big changes to the Pattern 
programme from the 2018/19 season. You can find out more about this HERE>>> 
 
Ruth Quinn, Director of International Racing and Racing Development at the BHA, said: 
 
“The upgrades and changes announced today for the 2018/19 season show ongoing 
progress in the work to develop the population of jumping mares. This remains a long-term 
BHA project, with the aim being to deliver graduated growth in the programme in order to 
provide sufficient incentive to enact behavioural change in breeders, buyers and owners, 
such that more mares are given the chance to develop to the best of their ability on the 
racecourse, before then perhaps becoming broodmares. 
 
“The objective will not be delivered overnight and tangible success may not become 
apparent for several years, but there continue to be positive signs in terms of the overall 
quality of the mares in training, and around activity at the sales and the prices that mares 
are now fetching.” 
 
It makes sense that in years to come the quality of mares may improve – or that 
connections are now incentivised to let them achieve the best of their ability. As such it 
makes sense that they ‘could’ start performing better at The Festival. The results from this 
year’s Festival suggest it would be foolish to dismiss mares – especially when historical 
trends suggest they haven’t done very well in races X, Y , Z.  Given the changes made it 
could be argued that such historical Festival stats are now irrelevant.  
 
The following table looks at the record of all Fillies and Mares at The Cheltenham Festival in 
Mixed Sex races… 
  

Bets Wins Win% P/L(SP) Places Place% Races Race% ROI(SP) P/L(BF) A/E 

ALL 130 10 7.69 18.5 25 19.23 90 11.11 14.23 49.67 1.09 

2020 29 5 17.24 36 10 34.48 17 29.41 124.14 52.59 2.44 

2019 23 0 0 -23 1 4.35 15 0 -100 -23 0 
2018 21 2 9.52 10 4 19.05 11 18.18 47.62 11.68 1.26 

2017 12 1 8.33 -4 1 8.33 9 11.11 -33.33 -3.13 1.37 

2016 8 1 12.5 -4.5 3 37.5 7 14.29 -56.25 -4.06 1.08 

2015 10 0 0 -10 1 10 9 0 -100 -10 0 

2014 11 0 0 -11 2 18.18 9 0 -100 -11 0 
2013 6 0 0 -6 0 0 5 0 -100 -6 0 

2012 10 1 10 31 3 30 8 12.5 310 42.6 1.96 

 

 
 
 

https://www.britishhorseracing.com/press_releases/mares-focus-bha-jump-pattern-committee-announces-changes-2018-19-season/


To my eyes the changes made are bearing fruit, with a big jump in runners from 2018. 2019 
wasn’t a great year, which may well suggest 2020 is a blip, but with 5 of the 10 winners 
since 2012 coming this year, it could be the start of more sustained success for the girls. The 
placed stats are solid also. Mares won 5 of the 17 mixed sex races where they were 
represented.  
 
This year’s winners: Put The Kettle On / Epatante / Dame De Compagnie / Burning Victory 
(lucky, but would have been 2nd) / Indefatigable (possibly lucky also, but again worst case 
2nd)  
 
14 of the 29 fillies/mares were in the Top 5.  
 
This is the sort of change that can take the market a season or two to adjust to. It could be 
that we should pay more attention to mares at the Festival next season, with the 
expectation that 2020 may be repeated, rather than 2019 – while realising either option is 
possible. But there’s plenty of logic for why this success may be repeated and the pool of 
mares should only get stronger. They offer great options for owners also with the chance of 
a return after racing. Of course, plenty of caution is advised as we are dealing with small 
numbers and there could be nothing to it, but there is sound logic at least.  
 
Looking at some Festival Stats… 
 
Starter set :- 
 

• Cheltenham Festival  

• Mixed Sex Races 

• Filly & Mares 

• Age 4-7  

• 25/1< SP  

• 2018> (when the no. of runners jumped)  
 
40 bets / 7 wins / 13p / 18% sr / 26 races / +56 SP / +74 BFSP / AE 1.68  
 

Within this :- 
 

• Had already won at Listed + : 7/26, 9p, +88 BFSP  

• Class Move: Up 2 class maximum from LTO: 7/30, 12p, +84  

• WON LTO: 7/21, 8p, +93   

• Non handicaps: 5/19, 7p, +50  
 
* 
That’s all for Day 2. Back next week with Days 3 and 4.  
 
Josh  


