
The week that was: 13th – 20th November 

 

Handicappers to follow?  

(I won’t go into detail about their ideal profiles/conditions etc…these generally caught the eye based 

on how they ran in said race, and such detailed studying can take place when they crop up in future, 

on a race by race basis.. they are starting points, rather than ‘back next time out in X conditions’)  

Chasers 

None.  

Hurdlers 

Mick The Poser (13.11.17 Carlisle) – lightly raced handicap hurdler who I thought ran a decent race 

at Carlisle, given his age, inexperience, the quiet form of the yard and the fact I thought he was a bit 

keen. There is a chance he didn’t quite get up this stiff hill. One to watch, maybe on a flatter track. 

He may just get better with experience, but he looks like he has handicap hurdle wins in him.  

Astaroland (13.11.17 Carlisle) – ran in the same race as his stablemate above, returning after 472 

days off. He was held up a long way out the back in this and it was clearly intended as a gentle 

reintroduction to racing. You can’t blame them as he’s clearly had issues. All of his previous wins 

have been on decent ground so I suspect he wouldn’t have appreciated this softer going. I wouldn’t 

be surprised if he pops up somewhere this season. I’d want to see a bit more from his next start.  

Love The Leader (16.11.17 Taunton) – I touched on this one when he qualified in section 1. He had 

been woefully out of form and continued that trend here, never put into the race and never 

travelling at  the back when asked for an effort. The key could well be cheekpieces. (4/10,6p) All of 

his wins have been when wearing them. Whenever they return he should open at a decent price and 

will be worth taking a flyer on.  

Lip Service (19.11.17 Cheltenham) – this lightly raced 8 year old made his stable debut for Fergal 

O’Brien after 217 days off and received a patient ride. He was held up last for most of the way 

before staying on into fourth. He may have been passing tired horses, but he was hardly put into the 

race. The inexperienced jockey may have just got it wrong and I don’t think he was ever going to 

win. His profile suggests he’s had his problems and hopefully he can build on this. You’d think Fergal 

will get wins out of him as he’s only had two handicap runs to date.  

** 

Paddy Brennan  

Paddy Brennan occupies a place in the hearts of a few RTP readers, including my own. There is the 

‘Cue Card’ factor but from a betting point of view he once helped pull in the profits when riding the 

bulk of the ‘Tom George Chasers’ qualifiers on the free blog posts. Heskin has yet to live up to those 

heady heights. He has given a few of my ‘tips’ some superb rides in the past and now he is working 

his magic for team FOB. I get the impression he’s as (if not more) important behind the scenes there 

as he is on the racetrack. You only have to watch the rides on Doitforthevillage and Perfect Candidate 

to realise he’s a jockey at the top of his game. He isn’t getting any younger and he is a bit 

‘agricultural’ when it comes to his style, but he gets the job done often.  



And the stats don’t lie. If you haven’t read Matt’s piece over at Geegeez on jockeys and ‘fall rates’, it 

is worth some of your time. You can read that HERE>>>  

Brennan’s faller stats for the last couple of years are ridiculous and his overall figures are some of the 

best around. Who is the ‘best’ jockey is certainly very subjective and is a debate for debates sake. I 

have no views on that, but I’m certainly never put off when seeing Brennan in the saddle, especially 

on a chaser.  

I thought it may be of interest to some of you if I highlighted a few angles you may wish to 

track/take note of. As with any approach, especially jockeys, you should be cautious. While much of 

his recent success will be down to his talent, a large chunk will be down to the coming force that is 

Fergal O’Brien. They appear to work very well together as a team. And you do need the horses.  

The following stats/pointers are from the start of 2016. I have deliberately focussed on this period 

due to the role Paddy now occupies at Fergal’s.  

1st Jan 2016- 

All rides/all race types 

• 14/1 or shorter SP: 717 bets / 170 wins / 336 places / 24% sr / +197 SP / +317 BFSP  

• 16/1 or bigger SP: 154 bets / 5 wins / 26 places / 3% sr / -35 SP / +30 BFSP / AE 0.75  

* 

 

If you ignored the following: Maiden hurdles / Maiden NHF / Novice Chases / Novice Hurdles:- 

• 14/1 or shorter….  

o 591 bets / 140 wins / 273 places / 24% sr / +220 SP / +334 BFSP  

 

* 

You could just focus on his Class 1 + 2 rides (all race types), 14/1 or shorter SP :- 

  
Bets Wins Win% P/L(SP) Places Place% ROI(SP) P/L(BF) P/L(Plc) A/E 

ALL 110 35 31.82 136.57 51 46.36 124.15 182.83 30.61 1.76 

2017 53 15 28.3 43.07 24 45.28 81.26 55.52 14.51 1.58 

2016 57 20 35.09 93.5 27 47.37 164.04 127.31 16.1 1.92 

 

 

* 

The value may well start to go with the following, but when Paddy rides for Fergal O’Brien, in a 

standard National Hunt Flat Race, it’s worth taking note:- (any odds, inc a 20/1 winner…) 

• 45 bets / 15 wins / 20 places / 33% sr / +69 SP / +86 BFSP / AE 2.01 

 

 

https://www.geegeez.co.uk/jump-jockeys-how-are-the-mighty-fallen/


The chase is on… 

• Paddy Brennan 

• ‘Chase’ races (non novice) / Handicap Chases / Handicap Novice Chases 

• Class 1-4 

• 14/1 or shorter SP (a guide, a few places at bigger odds)  

  
Bets Wins Win% P/L(SP) Places Place% ROI(SP) P/L(BF) P/L(Plc) A/E 

ALL 279 72 25.81 139.67 134 48.03 50.06 207.49 46.44 1.19 

2017 111 33 29.73 76.2 55 49.55 68.65 102.78 21.44 1.31 

2016 168 39 23.21 63.47 79 47.02 37.78 104.72 24.99 1.1 

 

You could narrow this down further/reduce the number of bets, by focussing on when… 

• The horse had run at today’s track, in chases, at least once 

  
Bets Wins Win% P/L(SP) Places Place% ROI(SP) P/L(BF) P/L(Plc) A/E 

ALL 101 36 35.64 145.77 57 56.44 144.33 190.95 43.65 1.74 

2017 38 13 34.21 45.69 21 55.26 120.24 54.1 16.37 1.69 

2016 63 23 36.51 100.08 36 57.14 158.86 136.85 27.28 1.77 

 

** 

That is all for this week’s ‘the week that was’  

I may add ‘Paddy Watch’ to the ‘Test Zone’ (class/NHF/chasers) 

Josh  


