
Racing To Profit Cheltenham Festival Review: All Days 1-4  
 
 
Cheltenham Festival Review: Day 1  
 
Firstly I hope you and your families are keeping well.  
 
What follows is my unique review of Day 1. It’s a mix of ‘horses to follow’ (some obvious 
others less so, including collateral form-lines) , ‘hot form’, stats and micro angles – including 
a look at Festival horses who won LTO at Cheltenham and Nicky Henderson – both his record 
at Newbury in Novice/Maiden hurdle races and his record with fillies & mares. It’s a fairly 
long read but hopefully there’s something useful for you to take away and ponder moving 
forwards.  
 
Day 1 has been published in the free post, with the other 3 days to follow in the Members’ 
posts.  
 
Let’s crack on… 
 
1.30 Supreme Novices Hurdle 
 
As you’d expect from many Festival G1s, especially for novices, they can be worth following 
into the next season and beyond. In the ‘old days’ you could, for example, just back the 
runners in the Champion Bumper on their next three starts for handsome profits – but I 
believe the market has long cottoned onto that (although I’ve made a note to double check 
that in a future review post). I suspect it was similar for the Supreme also.  
 
Last year’s renewal, won by Klassical Dream, has subsequently produced 69 runners / 19 
wins / 35 places (inc wins) / -7.62 SP  
 
Of the 16 who lined up that day only 3 have failed to win. So, it’s a race worth keeping an 
eye on, especially those who go novice chasing.  
 
I suspect the front five from this year’s renewal will do some damage moving forwards and 
fingers crossed they stay sound. The front two are ‘obvious’ ones to take from the race and 
obvious rarely pays but it will be exciting to see what they achieve next season, whatever 
route they go down. Shishkin really could be something special.  
 
Chantry House – he looks to be the classic ‘whatever he does over hurdles is a bonus’ type 
of horse – I think he will take high rank in next year’s novice division and he will stay further 
– you’d think The Marsh or The RSA could be longer term targets, if he takes to fencing. He 
started his career in Point to Points, in front of Monkfish when falling 3 out on his pointing 
debut, before winning his next start.  He ran well here, on ground that may have been softer 
than ideal, and was visibly outpaced, but stayed on up the hill for a clear 3rd. He came into 
this off a mark of 140, the front two 153 horses, but clearly there’s plenty more to come. He 
did cost £295k so connections will be hoping he improved in time/with fences. I doubt they 
will plot him for a handicap but you never know!  



Allart – he had a stiff task here off 142 but again ran well, finishing 5th. Again, he may have 
found this going testing enough but he’s another who’s future could be over fences. I doubt 
he will rate anywhere near as high as the four in front of him, but he could be a similar type 
to Mister Fisher, who finished 8th in 2019s Supreme for the Champion Trainer.  
 
Highlighting ‘horses to follow’ from Festival novice contests may be a tad futile and as such 
what follows are a few horses that didn’t run at Cheltenham but who got close to Shishkin 
and Abacadabras earlier in the season, and could be well handicapped when we see them 
next…. 
 
Shakem Up’Arry (6YO/ Ben Pauling)  
 
This horse was an 11L 2nd to Shishkin at Newbury on 15th Jan 2020, the rest even further 
back. He only gave out after the last there (Shishkin sprinted away), having led (with a 
strong headwind) and arguably over raced. He was sent off joint Fav which may give some 
indication as to what connections think of him. He’s still plenty to learn. He received a mark 
of 127 after that and was pitched into The Ballymore at the Festival, sent off at 66/1.  That 
was a stiff task. Ben Pauling’s had an iffy season also. The general level of his bumper and 
novice hurdle form would suggest he should rate higher than 127 in time. Whether that’s on 
better ground and/or over further and/or over fences, awaits to be seen. He has generally 
raced ‘up in the van’ and could be a horse for next season after another summer at grass.  
His owner, Harry Redknapp, will be hoping so.  
 
 
Shan Blue (6YO/Dan Skelton)  
 
Another who came an 11th 2nd to Shishkin, this time at Huntingdon. I suppose the market 
may not miss such horses next season but still, it’s form worth noting and if added in 
trackers that ‘head start’ can help, before the market truly takes note. Obviously Shishkin 
won at Huntingdon with his head in his chest. However, Shan Blue would go on to run a 
decent 6th in The Ballymore. He still looks green to my eyes, with plenty to learn. He was 
also a 4 ½ L 3rd behind Chantry House in his bumper in March 2019 at Warwick 
(Edwardstone 2nd in that) and you’d like to think his mark of 139 is workable. He is a Point 
winner and could be another who’s best days will be over fences next season and beyond. 
They’ve made plenty of use of him to date and maybe he will appreciate sitting off a 
stronger pace.  
 
Having highlighted Shan Blue I should also mention Mossy Fen (5YO/NTD) who was 5th in 
the Ballymore, and who beat Shan Blue at Warwick in a muddling affair. He’s also a point 
winner and will no doubt do some damage over fences off a mark of 143. He looks a staying 
chaser in the making to my eyes and I doubt connections will stick to timber for much 
longer.  
 
 
 
 
 



Turnpike Trip (6YO/C Byrnes)  
 
This horse ran a credible 8L 4th in The Royal Bond at Fairyhouse which is the best piece of 
Novice Hurdle form in Ireland this season. (1st – Envoi Allen, 2nd – Abacadabras, 3rd – Darver 
Star, 5th Embittered)  
 
Given that form I’d be shocked if this one doesn’t have a handicap in him off his current 
mark (146 when running at Ascot in December). He was sent off at 6/1 that day – the Betfair 
Exchange Trophy where he travelled well for a long way but didn’t seem to pick up. It could 
be he got stuck in the heavy ground although it was his handicap debut and he’s entitled to 
improve for that big field experience. He hasn’t been seen since so I don’t know if there was 
a problem or whether he was being plotted for a spring target back in Ireland. Charles 
Byrnes does love a plot/gamble and he’s a horse worth noting as he’s definitely got more 
races in him, and the market may well guide. It could be he will stay 2m4f but I suspect 
better ground may be key to his chance. You wouldn’t discount him running back on the Flat 
either.  
 
* 
The Supreme was some early indication of who would dominate through the week- Nicky 
Henderson training 3 of the first 5, Gordon Elliot with a 2nd and Mullins with a 4th.  
 
Nicky Henderson…. 
 
Shishkin was another of Nicky’s Novice hurdles to have won a Novice hurdle at Newbury. I 
think it’s widely known that he runs some of his good ones there, but I thought I’d dig into 
the stats, having never done so.  
 

• Nicky Henderson 

• Newbury 

• Novice Hurdles  

• Horse had 0-1 hurdle runs  

• 2003-  
 
141 bets / 32 wins / 75 p / 23% sr / -29 SP / AE 0.98  
 
Of those sent off 5/1 or shorter SP –  

• 82 bets / 29 wins / 62p / 35% sr / +1.7 SP / AE 1.02  
 
Of those who’d yet to win in their career (incudes those making debut), 5/1< SP  -  

• 25 bets / 13 wins / 20p / 52% sr / +16 SP / AE 1.63 
 
Actually… when you focus on Newbury Maiden Hurdles (as opposed to Novice hurdles) 
within those rules above, 5/1<… 

• 26 bets / 11 wins / 19p / 42% sr / +13 SP / AE 1.2  
 
 



Santini and Might Bite are a couple of the Newbury Novice winners since 2015, joining 
Chantry House and Shishkin in 2020. Those who didn’t win their Newbury Novice but were 
sent off at 5s< within those rules above, include the likes of Ok Corral / Mister Fisher.  
 
Newbury Maiden Hurdle winners include the likes of Oscar Whisky (2009), Josses Hill and… 
Buveur Dair 
 
So, something to ponder there – not necessarily a ‘systematic angle’ to follow but evidently 
plenty of Nicky’s Newbury Novice/Maiden hurdlers should be noted for the future. Every 
now and then there’s usually a G1 winner of the future, whether over hurdles and/or over 
fences.  
 
* 
 
 
2.10 – The Arkle  
 
There are no ‘notebook’ horses from me in this race. However, a Mare was winning this race 
for the first time since 1980 and the success of mares at this Festival (in mixed sex races) is 
something I’ll return to in another daily review post.   
 
However, Put the Kettle was a Festival winner who’d won on her last start, which was at 
Cheltenham…. Leading me to research/ponder the following… 
 

• Cheltenham Festival  

• Ran at Cheltenham LTO 

• WON LTO  

• 16/1< SP (0/19,0p bigger)  

• 2011> (last 10 Festivals)  
 
88 bets / 21 wins / 38p / 24% sr / +26 SP / +39 BSFP / AE 1.27  
 

• 8/22, 10p, +42 BFSP last two Festivals.  

• 5/1< SP … 37 bets / 16 wins / 26p/ 43% sr / +26 BFSP / AE 1.37  
o Chases: 7/15, 12p  

• Nicky Henderson: 5/12, 8p, +16  

• Paul Nicholls: 3/10,4p, +10  
 
Such horses are clearly worth plenty of focus at The Festival.  
 
* 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2.50 - The Ultima Handicap Chase  
 
This was a race for in-form horses / strong form-lines through the season/ course form / 
festival form. There was nothing surprising in this result and which horses came to the fore, 
but it felt like a competitive renewal.  
 
Looking ahead… 
 
Vinndication – it will be interesting to see how high he can climb up the ranks – this was a 
very good run off 159 and top weight, not beaten far. He’d also had an imperfect 
preparation. He could progress further into next season, but he will need to. It’s not 
impossible that he develops into a G1 performer – or he becomes a Black Corton sort, who’s 
a bloody good horse but not quite top class and becomes hard to place from marks in the 
low 160s – especially in handicaps. There’s still a niggle about him going LH I think – well his 
jumping was ok here but not as fluent as some in the race. I believe Kim Bailey thinks he’s 
potentially the best horse he’s had for some time and it will be fascinating to see how he’s 
campaigned next season. He is the one horse from this race who ‘could’ be more than just a 
handicapper.  
 
Discorama – he’s becoming frustrating for supporters. I left him in this at his price when it 
became apparent connections planned to ride him cold/patiently – which is rarely a good 
thing in a chase, let alone at Cheltenham. In the end he was only beaten 2.4L but there is 
the odd question over him now, especially when under pressure/in a battle. His last win was 
in November 2018. Given his various form lines/efforts he should have a staying handicap in 
him and does shape like an Irish National type. I do wish they’d ride him more prominently 
though. He is worth close attention in any staying handicap chase but doesn’t look like a 
win-only proposition to my eyes. You can only keep making excuses for horses for so long.  
 
Big River – another good run in this race from him on ‘only’ his 12th chase. This 10-year-old 
definitely has a decent staying handicap chase in him, especially back up north. If he were 
mine I’d aim him at the Borders National at Kelso, in December. I’d consider blinkers but 
more so a change of jockey, and a more aggressive ride.  
 
Derek Fox never seems to be active enough on him, letting him drift back through his races 
– it could be he’s just not quick enough and he’s riding to instructions but if he were able to 
hold a more prominent position through this race, he’d have gone closer to winning (only 
beaten 2.7L). 
 
In Class 1 & 2 handicap chases Derek Fox is now 4/62, 11p in the last 5 years. His mounts 
perform 27% below market expectations. In fact, if you strip out his success in 2017 (inc the 
Grand National) he’s 0/49,11p. In fairness he doesn’t ride many fancied ones but there is 
now a niggle over his ability at the top level/big races.  
 
* 
 
 
 



3.30 – The Champion Hurdle  
 
Epatante – this is an opportunity to dig into Nicky Henderson’s record with fillies and 
mares… 
 

• Nicky Henderson  

• National Hunt 

• Class 1 & 2  

• Filly / Mare  

• 2010-  

• Any odds 
 
212 bets / 47 wins / 87p / 22% sr / +87 SP / +157 BFSP / AE 1.13 
 
Within this starter set of data… 
 
In Mixed Sex races: 99 bets / 25 wins / 46p/ 25% sr / +71 SP / +123 BFSP / AE 1.37 
 

• Of those, 0 runs at distance: 39 bets / 14 wins/17p/36% sr/+62 SP/+78 BFSP/AE 1.67 
 
Again this isn’t necessarily an angle to back systematically but more so to be aware of and to 
consider in any punting deliberations. It should be noted that nearly all of the SP ‘profit’ 
came in 2012. There have been some big priced winners but those sent off 13/2 or shorter: 
51 bets / 21 wins / 34p / 41% sr / +28 SP / +37 BFSP / AE 1.43  
 
Given that Nicky’s win SR with geldings in C1/2 NH races is around 13% I think his handling 
of the ladies is significant. As is the fact that in mixed sex races his 25 winners are far higher 
than any other trainer in the period. The next in is Willie Mullins with 8 and no other jumps 
trainer can match his superiority.  
 
* 
No views on the mares hurdle… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.50 – Northern Trust Novice Handicap Chase  
 
Some observations from this race… 
 
Imperial Aura –  this one ticked plenty of boxes and was obvious enough – sometimes 
obvious is best and he did make 5s look decent. (alas!) Like a few handicap winners during 
the week (including Simply The Betts who’s form tied in with this one) his RPR was some 
indication that he was well handicapped. I 
 
n these Festival handicaps you do need to be asking yourself which horses you think are 
‘chucked in’. There are many ways to do that of course, including ‘hot form’ but the RPRs 
can be some guide – he achieved a 153 LTO, and came into this off an OR 143. His RPR on 
the day for the race was 161. As always, such ratings are only ever a guide but, in this 
example, it was a good one for how well handicapped Imperial Aura was – even more so in 
the context that he was an unexposed horse with plenty more to come. It was great to see 
Kim Bailey with another Festival winner and as with Vinndication there should be more to 
come from this one next season. He did dot up here, beating a Gordon Elliot horse who was 
also thrown in.  
 
I couldn’t find any ‘under the radar’ horses to follow from this race.  
 
Whether any of the top 5 can step forward next season we shall see, but I wouldn’t be 
saying anything revelatory when suggesting there should be future winners to come from 
this race, although it has a mixed record in throwing up masses of future winners the 
following year.  
 
Hold The Note is held in high regard by his trainer and has been talked about as one for next 
season, especially over 3m. Anything this season was seen as a bonus. I’d like to think 
there’s more to come from the likes of Champagne Court and Whatmore.  
 
‘Hot Form’ Race… 
 
One final thing I’ll say from this race, especially for next season, is to keep track of The Silver 
Trophy (handicap hurdle) run at Chepstow at their season’s curtain raiser in October.  
 
Those horses who contested this race in 2019 to have run since are now… 65 runners / 14 
win/ 28 places. The 2018 renewal has produced 19 subsequent winners and 2017 produced 
22.  
 
Champgane Court was 2nd , Imperial Aura was 3rd, Indefatigable was 5th (she stayed over 
hurdles and is 2/5,4p since this run, inc her Festival win).  
 
This is one of those early season handicaps to track. It’s often packed with unexposed 
handicappers and if a trainer runs a horse in this it’s possibly a sign of how highly regarded 
they are/how well handicapped they may turn out to be. It’s usually a competitive affair 
(and maybe even more so in 2020 given the early end of the Jumps season) and horses will 
learn plenty from such an experience. A race to watch.  



5.30 – National Hunt Chase  
 
Again, not too much for me to ponder here – maybe unsurprisingly in hindsight given the 
gruelling conditions, the 1-2 were hardier sorts, who had some solid big field handicap chase 
form to their name. As opposed to the light raced/small field experienced novices.  
 
Ravenhill took this – 6s>12s  SP– and was winning on his 3rd start for my chase Eye-catchers. 
Sadly I didn’t’ have anything on. These ‘eye-catchers’ are a relatively new part of my 
members’ club and the idea of finding ‘eye catchers’ and ‘hot form’ horses/races is 
something I’ll be focussing more on this year and beyond.  
 
So far in 2020 my eye-catchers are : 64 bets / 12 wins / 24 / 19% sr / +6.73  - nothing too 
spectacular as yet but a foundation for me to build on. I track said eye-catchers for 3 runs, 
stopping at a winner or discarding . These a few horses mentioned above that will be added 
to eye-catchers pile and tracked in the daily members’ posts, but such thinking is a great 
‘way in’ to any race.  
 
In terms of horses to follow from this race…   
 
Newtide (7YO/K Bailey)– I liked this horse going into the race at the odds, but in the end this 
unique test appears to have come too soon in his career. He went well until 3 out, lobbing 
along, before falling in a hole. He is a fine big strapping horse – a giant of a chaser to the eye 
– and this was only the 8th race of his life. I suspect he will strengthen up plenty over the 
summer and there should be more to come next season and beyond. He was going to be 2nd 
behind Boldmere (another chaser for the notebook) at Wetherby before that one fell at the 
last, but that was solid form. Kim Bailey thinks he will be a 4 mile chaser in time and if he 
progresses you could see him being aimed at something like The Eider. They’ve given him 
plenty of time to grow into his giant frame. Hopefully that patience is rewarded next season.  
* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cheltenham Festival 2020:  Day 2 Review 
 
  
1.30 – Ballymore Novices Hurdle G1  
 
Time will tell how well this race works out, but I’d be surprised if it doesn’t throw up 
numerous chase winners in seasons to come. All indications are that Envoi Allen should go 
right to the top. You’d think it’s the Marsh or RSA next year, with The Gold Cup the long-
term aim. 
 
Easywork did well to run so well I thought, given how hard he pulled through the race, never 
settling. He’s clearly got an engine. The Big Getaway and The Big Breakaway (another 
Festival where nearly all the Tizzard horses ran poorly) look made for fences and I’ve already 
mentioned Mossy Fen and Shan Blue in Day 1’s review (various form lines with Shishkin).  
  
Using the ‘Form Follow’ tool in Horse Race Base I can see that the 2019 renewal has 
produced  67 subsequent runners / 19 wins / 36p / -5.1SP. Champ finished second in this 
last year.  In 2018:  10/58; 2017 16/58 
 
So, as with the Supreme, it looks like a novice hurdle worth following as it will produce 
subsequent winners. Obviously you can’t just back them all, but as always a decent ‘way in’.  
 
There’s one horse for the notebooks from 2019’s renewal…  
 
Bright Forecast (6YO/Ben Pauling) … I believe he’s been off with an injury as he hasn’t run 
since his 3rd in this race, splitting Champ and Brewinupastorm. He’s back in training now and 
all being well will be seen ‘next’ season.   
 
Back to this year’s race, and there’s a couple for the notebook who must surely have  
handicaps in them. They didn’t run in this race, but their form ties in with Envoi Allen and/or 
Easywork … 
 
Conflated (6YO/G Elliot)  
 
This one has a mark of 136 which looks workable. He spent his winter racing in Irish G1/2s. 
His form:- 

• 30 Nov 19, facile 5L win in a 25-runner maiden hurdle at Fairyhouse. The 5 behind 
him that day have all run well since, 3 wins between them so far.  

• 15 Dec 19 : Grade 2- 6L 3rd (of 4) to Latest Exhibition (2nd in Albert Bartlett, OR 149 
going into Chelt) Andy Dufresne 2nd, and he’d win his next start (now rated 144)  

• 5Th Jan 20: Grade 1 - 14 ½ L 4 of 6, Envoi Allen winning. Elixir D’Ainay was 2nd that 
day, and he was travelling well in the Supreme when taken out. He’s aso one to keep 
an eye on.  

• 2nd Feb 20: Leop G1 – dropped to 16f, he was always on the back foot/outpaced, 
beaten 17 ½ L (4 of 7) by Asterion Forlonge 8L behind Easywork who was 2nd that 
day, and was 2nd in The Ballymore, beaten 4 ½ L by Envoi Allen  



I do wonder if they were building up his experience while protecting his mark, in races he 
was never going to compete in.  His Fairyhouse maiden win indicates he handles big fields 
and may well thrive in them. I’d be surprised if he doesn’t have a big field handicap hurdle in 
him off this mark, stepped back up to 20f+ . It could be he was being aimed at Fairyhouse or 
Punchestown. Whether they’ll now be forced to go chasing next season we shall see.  
 
MT Leinster (6YO/W Mullins) (Or 142)  
 
A similar profile to the one above and he was 3rd in in that Leop G1 in Feb – 4L ahead of 
Conflated and 4L behind Easywork. He was ½ L 2nd behind Easywork in a maiden hurdle at 
Gowran in November. His win came in an 18 runner maiden hurdle at Leopardstown, 
winning by an easy 9L. He can be enthusiastic through his races and it could be he needs a 
big field/strong pace to be seen at his best. He didn’t have that on either run since. It could 
be he’s worth trying over 20f also. Again, from this mark, I suspect Mullins has a plan or two. 
Maybe one for Galway if it gets the go ahead.  
 
 
2.10 RSA  
 
A race that will live long in the memory. As with last year’s renewal (Top of The Game – 
2021 Gold Cup?! / Santini / Delta Work) I suspect the front three in this will only continue to 
improve over fences and may appreciate better ground.  
 
Minella Indo and Allaho got racing too soon I think although both were keen enough 
through the race. Maybe Minella Indo idled in front also, and his tired error at the last didn’t 
help - but both the front two appeared out on their feet up the hill, whereas Champ just 
kept going. He’s clearly a thorough stayer. If he can tidy up his jumping and hold a position 
more easily, he’s another who could be Gold Cup bound next season. Although maybe those 
‘areas for improvement’ will hold him back.   
 
Allaho is also clearly a smart horse but I wonder if this is as far as he wants to go. He did 
race with the choke out at times but could be a Ryanair type in time. He looks pacey but 
there should still be improvement to come.  
 
This race could well be getting stronger as a pointer to future stars/chase winners. As noted 
last year’s race was strong and Al Boum Photo fell in 2018, when looking beat at the time.  
 
The 2017 renewal: 6/43, 13p ; 2018 8/39, 15p; 2019 11/45, 19p  
 
Aye Right – (7YO/H Graham) – he’s clearly no G1 animal but he travelled well for a long way 
through this, jumping well. From a mark of 146 he looks like being a much better chaser 
than hurdler, and you’d think he’s got a decent pot or two in him, especially back up north. 
It will be interesting to see how they campaign him next season. Maybe they will consider 
something like the Bet Victor in the autumn, as he seemed to handle the track and may 
prefer a shorter trip around here. However, he was well stuffed but he is unexposed over 
fences and must surely have a handicap or two in him.  
 



2.50 – Coral Cup  
 
The first thing to note about this race is that it was seemingly run at a crawl – strangely for a 
Festival handicap hurdle they didn’t appear to go that quick and they were well bunched 
turning for home. I suspect there are plenty in here who’d have appreciated a much 
stronger pace and will have wins in them when getting one. The pace set up here will have 
been a valid excuse for many.  
 
This handicap has traditionally thrown up plenty of future winners, especially when horses 
are dropped in class.  ‘Form follow’ >>> 

• 2018: 17/106, 33p 
o Class 3 or below: 11/37, 17p  

• 2019: 19/98, 30p 
o Class 3 or below: 13/29, 14p  

 
Protektorat(5YO/D Skelton) – he’s only 5 but is another who was pulling for his head 
through this. He does have plenty to learn but would have appreciated a much stronger 
pace. He challenged wide into the straight and was close enough approaching the last, 
before flattening out. I suspect he has a nice handicap pot in him when it all clicks, in a big 
field and with a strong pace to settle off. He beat Imperial Alcazar at HQ on New Years Day 
and Fergal/Paddy really like that horse.  
 
Champagne Well (7YO/F O’Brien) – he was running in only his 2nd handicap here and 
travelled well near the front end. He hadn’t been asked a question when blundering 2 out, 
game over. He may well have been unsighted. Some of his form reads well, especially that 
with Thyme Hill. Again, he was also enthusiastic through the race but he moves like a horse 
who’s got more handicap wins in him. It could be he’s destined for fences now though.  
 
Canardier (8YO/W Mullins)– He was making stable debut for Mullins, and that’s usually a 
trainer upgrade. He was only having his 4th handicap start here, having come 5th in the race 
last year for previous connections, on handicap debut. Like Protektorat he travelled strongly 
through this and probably over raced – he’d have appreciated a stronger pace. He was 
hampered 2 out also and was around 4L off the pace when falling at the last. He’s ran some 
big races in competitive handicaps and you’d like to think Mullins will get more wins out of 
him, especially when facing some better ground.  
 
Mares dominated this race filling the first two places and I’ll return to their Festival record 
later on.  
 
This result was another reminder during the week that formulating decisions on the 
morning of racing can have its faults during Festival week. The winner was widely available 
at 10s the evening before, a general 11/2 or so on the morning of the race. There’s food for 
thought there on how I approach the week. Although JP may have had something to do with 
that. I’ve always liked approaching the racing with ‘fresh eyes’ on the day, having 
deliberated the day before. Something to ponder, although there’s pros and cons to every 
approach, especially timing.  
 



No thoughts on The Champion Chase, nor the Cross Country – although if Easyland stays 
sound you’d think this race is his for the taking for many years to come. Tiger struggled a bit 
in the ground, and I suspect they left something to work on, with Aintree in mind. However, 
it was still impressive from the winner, and the front two were some way clear. His RPR of 
171 may indicate he’s worth a go in open G1s, but you’d think his career may now be 
defined by his future record around here.  
 
4.50 – The Fred Winter  
 
Generally this race isn’t worth following although it can fluctuate and it will be interested to 
see who steps forward in future years.  
 
In 2017: the top 10 only produced 1 subsequent winner. In 2018 it was 7 but in 2019 the top 
10 only produced 2 subsequent winners. So, some caution is advised. Maybe it’s a case of 
looking for those that didn’t really get competitive and who’s better jumps days may be 
ahead of them… 
 
Galahad Quest (4YO/N Williams) – I thought he looked over-priced on the day but didn’t 
run very well, maybe doing too much up in the van – in theory, having previously beaten 
Night Edition, he should have been in there pitching. But, they’re not robots. Nick Williams 
has spoken highly of him, more so as a chaser of the future. If there is a decent chaser of the 
future to come from this race, it could be him.  Maybe he will turn out to be another Coo 
Star Sivola, who finished 3rd in The Fred Winter, 4th the next year in The Martin Pipe, before 
winning The Ultima the year after that. Connections will be hoping so, and he is bred for 
jumping, unlike many in this race.  
 
 
5.30 – The Champion Bumper 
 
Another Irish clean sweep in this race with Dan Skelton’s Third Time Lucky running best of 
the English in 4th. I suspect Roger Teal was pleased with the run of Ocean Wind (6th) also, 
and both should have bright futures ths side of the Irish Sea.  
 
Unsurprisingly this race is usually produces many subsequent winners.  

• 2017: 25/92, 48p  

• 2018: 26/80, 50p 

• 2019: 18/51, 34p (inc 9, G1/2 wins)  
 
Last year Cheveley Park Stud took this with Envoi Allen. This year they took it with Ferny 
Hollow who came from last to first in impressive fashion. He did cost 300k and has started 
to pay them back. Aiming good horses at this race is starting to look like a deliberate 
strategy and it could be worth noting their sales activity and the bumper performances in 
the autumn. (esp for you Ante-Post players) 
 
 
** 
 



Finally… Here come the girls… ?  
 
2019 was possible evidence that the changes the BHA have made to the Mares jumps 
programme are starting to bear fruit- certainly when it comes to The Festival. This could 
well be a trend we should note.  
 
The BHA have been making changes for a few years now, with big changes to the Pattern 
programme from the 2018/19 season. You can find out more about this HERE>>> 
 
Ruth Quinn, Director of International Racing and Racing Development at the BHA, said: 
 
“The upgrades and changes announced today for the 2018/19 season show ongoing 
progress in the work to develop the population of jumping mares. This remains a long-term 
BHA project, with the aim being to deliver graduated growth in the programme in order to 
provide sufficient incentive to enact behavioural change in breeders, buyers and owners, 
such that more mares are given the chance to develop to the best of their ability on the 
racecourse, before then perhaps becoming broodmares. 
 
“The objective will not be delivered overnight and tangible success may not become 
apparent for several years, but there continue to be positive signs in terms of the overall 
quality of the mares in training, and around activity at the sales and the prices that mares 
are now fetching.” 
 
It makes sense that in years to come the quality of mares may improve – or that 
connections are now incentivised to let them achieve the best of their ability. As such it 
makes sense that they ‘could’ start performing better at The Festival. The results from this 
year’s Festival suggest it would be foolish to dismiss mares – especially when historical 
trends suggest they haven’t done very well in races X, Y , Z.  Given the changes made it 
could be argued that such historical Festival stats are now irrelevant.  
 
The following table looks at the record of all Fillies and Mares at The Cheltenham Festival in 
Mixed Sex races… 
  

Bets Wins Win% P/L(SP) Places Place% Races Race% ROI(SP) P/L(BF) A/E 

ALL 130 10 7.69 18.5 25 19.23 90 11.11 14.23 49.67 1.09 

2020 29 5 17.24 36 10 34.48 17 29.41 124.14 52.59 2.44 

2019 23 0 0 -23 1 4.35 15 0 -100 -23 0 
2018 21 2 9.52 10 4 19.05 11 18.18 47.62 11.68 1.26 

2017 12 1 8.33 -4 1 8.33 9 11.11 -33.33 -3.13 1.37 

2016 8 1 12.5 -4.5 3 37.5 7 14.29 -56.25 -4.06 1.08 

2015 10 0 0 -10 1 10 9 0 -100 -10 0 

2014 11 0 0 -11 2 18.18 9 0 -100 -11 0 
2013 6 0 0 -6 0 0 5 0 -100 -6 0 

2012 10 1 10 31 3 30 8 12.5 310 42.6 1.96 

 

 
 
 

https://www.britishhorseracing.com/press_releases/mares-focus-bha-jump-pattern-committee-announces-changes-2018-19-season/


To my eyes the changes made are bearing fruit, with a big jump in runners from 2018. 2019 
wasn’t a great year, which may well suggest 2020 is a blip, but with 5 of the 10 winners 
since 2012 coming this year, it could be the start of more sustained success for the girls. The 
placed stats are solid also. Mares won 5 of the 17 mixed sex races where they were 
represented.  
 
This year’s winners: Put The Kettle On / Epatante / Dame De Compagnie / Burning Victory 
(lucky, but would have been 2nd) / Indefatigable (possibly lucky also, but again worst case 
2nd)  
 
14 of the 29 fillies/mares were in the Top 5.  
 
This is the sort of change that can take the market a season or two to adjust to. It could be 
that we should pay more attention to mares at the Festival next season, with the 
expectation that 2020 may be repeated, rather than 2019 – while realising either option is 
possible. But there’s plenty of logic for why this success may be repeated and the pool of 
mares should only get stronger. They offer great options for owners also with the chance of 
a return after racing. Of course, plenty of caution is advised as we are dealing with small 
numbers and there could be nothing to it, but there is sound logic at least.  
 
Looking at some Festival Stats… 
 
Starter set :- 
 

• Cheltenham Festival  

• Mixed Sex Races 

• Filly & Mares 

• Age 4-7  

• 25/1< SP  

• 2018> (when the no. of runners jumped)  
 
40 bets / 7 wins / 13p / 18% sr / 26 races / +56 SP / +74 BFSP / AE 1.68  
 

Within this :- 
 

• Had already won at Listed + : 7/26, 9p, +88 BFSP  

• Class Move: Up 2 class maximum from LTO: 7/30, 12p, +84  

• WON LTO: 7/21, 8p, +93   

• Non handicaps: 5/19, 7p, +50  
 
* 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cheltenham Festival 2020: Day 3 Review  
 
 
1.30 – Marsh Novices’ Chase  
 
Tornado Flyer (7YO/W Mullins) (OR 149) (5th) 
 
This 7YO is the horse I want to take away from this race. He’s 5/11,6p in his rules career to 
date, 2/5,2p over fences. He was 3rd in the Champion Bumper of 2018. I suspect he’ll be 
back here in some form next season, maybe for the Ryanair, or the World Hurdle… 
 
He runs and jumps as if he’s still got plenty to learn over fences. He is from the family of 
Hurricane Fly and given he’s only had 3 hurdle runs a return to timber may be an option 
also. In this race he was keen enough in the early part and as they headed out for the final 
circuit was anchored out the back. Given the top 3 were front rank for much of this final 
circuit it’s fair to say that he wasn’t ideally placed. He made good progress from the rear 
and stayed on well up the hill into 5th.  
 
He does look pacey enough and I’m still not sure as to his best trip. I suspect 2m4f is fine, 
especially on soft and maybe with a more aggressive ride. However, it could be that he 
takes another step forward when stepped up to 3m. He never raced in Points so you’d 
expect him to keep improving over fences – his jumping suggests he needs to though.  
 
His three recent RPRs – 155, 155 and 153 suggest that a mark of 149 could well be workable 
if ever being pitched into a handicap. In any case, he could have a big year or two ahead of 
him, whether kept to open graded chases, handicap chases or returned to hurdles.  
 
This race can be worth following, selectively of course. The ‘form follow’ stats… 

• 2019 – 13/48, 19p  

• 2018 – 9/47, 17p (including the 4th, Kemboy, trained by Mullins)  

• 2017 – 10/36, 17p 
 
Saint Sonnet (5YO/P Nicholls) (OR 145) (7th)  
 
Paul Nicholls is 0/11,0p in this race but he’s thrown in the likes of Capeland, Modus, 
Politologue, As De Mee, Irish Saint and Ptit Zig in recent years. Politologue is the best of 
those of course and while generally not word beaters, most have won races, and decent 
ones at that (inc handicaps). It could be significant they pitched him into this, as some 
indication of his potential. On only his 2nd UK start it was some ask, stepping up from a C4 to 
a G1, and he wasn’t disgraced, travelling well until after 3 out. This was his first experience 
of ‘grade 1 pace’, especially when it lifted. From a mark of 145 you’d like to think he has a 
handicap in him somewhere and it will be fascinating to see how he’s campaigned next 
season. Another ‘summer at grass’ and time to acclimatise may do him the world of good.  
 
 
 
 



2.10 – Pertemps  
 
Relegate (7YO/C Murphy) (5th)  
 
In theory this mare should have a decent handicap hurdle in her from this mark of 137. She 
won the Champion Bumper in March 18 , is 4/9, 6p in her career, 1/5,3p over hurdles and 
0/2,1p in handicaps. This was her second run for the yard, having left Willie Mullins. She is 
an ‘obvious’ eye-catcher but given the general level of her form she looks worth keeping 
onside. For some reason they keep riding her cold – she was given far too much to do in this 
race and while it probably didn’t make a difference against the classy 1-2, she could have 
been much closer. Maybe there’s a reason for such tactics but when she won her maiden 
hurdle in Dec 18 (25 runners) she was ridden just off the pace by Ruby Walsh. To make up 
the ground she did here was impressive enough, and she wasn’t stopping after the last.  
 
I’ll mention Dream Berry – he suffered an over-reach in this race (when a back-leg cannons 
into a front-leg and causes damage) and it would have been race over from that point. 
Really Super has done that once before and luckily didn’t slice straight through her tendon, 
which can happen. Hopefully this horse is fine/recovers as he’s lightly raced for his age, has 
some good efforts to his name and should have a less competitive 3m handicap in him 
somewhere.  
 
2.50 – Ryanair  
 
This race has a mixed record as ‘one to follow’ from The Festival although there should be 
more winners to come from the race.  
 
It looks as though ‘Team Twister’ may have an exciting one on their hands in Riders 
Onthestorm – there should be much more to come from this 162 rated 7-year-old. He 
looked to be travelling within himself as they approach 3 out, before getting it wrong and 
coming down. He came into this on the back of an energy sapping effort at Ascot and who 
knows what he would have found up the hill. He also suffered interference at the 2nd, 
clipping heels and losing some momentum. He was shuffled to the back after that and was 
never ideally positioned from thereon in. But he looks an exciting prospect for the team, on 
what was only his 4th run for the yard. It looks to have been good business also, having cost 
them 50k and already won £180k in prize money for new connections.  
 
Thursday was also notable for highlighting the ability of trainer Harry Whittington. His Saint 
Calvados ran a fine 2nd here and may have won but for an error at the last. Simply The Betts 
would later power away in The Stable Plate. In total he ran 3 horses at the meeting with a 
3rd, 2nd and a 1st. For a yard of their size that is some doing, and it was a statement of intent 
indicating that if he has the ammunition, he knows what he’s doing. And that can’t be said 
for all trainers. One to watch.  
 
 
 
 
 



3.30 – The World Hurdle 
 
What this form is worth, or how it works out, only time will tell. I found it interesting that it 
was won in a time 2.8 seconds slower than the Pertemps Final on the same day. The final 
time only tells you so much of course but I found it of some interest, especially as Apples 
Jade ‘appeared’ to ensure a decent pace. But, that’s an aside. (Maybe Sir Du Berais is worth 
aiming at next year’s World Hurdle?) Paisley Park was subsequently found to have an 
irregular heartbeat, but he’ll be back. In hindsight the price disparity was a tad insulting–  
the winner was 4.5L behind PP on their last start. They lined up at 4/6 vs 50/1 here.   
 
Adam Wedge was seen to great effect again and he appears to be turning into (or is already) 
a top-class rider. He outrode Bryan Cooper here for me, being further forward and kicking 
earlier than his pursuer.  He is stable jockey to Evan Williams but is increasingly getting 
more opportunities for Emma Lavelle and Rebecca Curtis, to name but two. Sean Bowen 
may well have ridden this one had he not been injured, which is just bad luck. Sadly for him 
Curtis may want to give him more rides now.  
 
His winning ride here was a good excuse to see if I could find a micro angle of sorts, that 
may be a useful starting point for us moving forwards. Having hunted around for some time 
I came up with… 
 
Micro Angle 
 

• Jockey: Adam Wedge 

• Handicap Chase (standard, not novice)  

• Drop 1 Class from LTO  

• 16/1< (guide, 0/7, 0p above)  

• 2018> 
 
45 bets / 15 wins / 25p / 33% sr / +83 SP / +106 BFSP / AE 2.41 / Expected Wins: 6.22  
 

• Evan Williams: 8/25, 14p, +47  

• 0-1 Chase Wins: 10/25, 15p, +67 BFSP  
 
There’s no doubt Adam Wedge is a better rider than he was a few years ago, as you’d 
expect. And he’s getting support from yards who seem to be on the up also. He tops the pile 
by some way in this timeframe for handicap chase jockeys riding class droppers, and while 
it’s very ‘micro’ there’s plenty of logic there and with any luck it will point us to a few 
winners once jumps racing resumes.  
 
* 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.10 – Stable Plate  
 
This race was won by Simply The Betts, who’s price halved within minutes of Imperial Aura 
confirming the form earlier in the week. He wasn’t stopping come the line and bar the horse 
mentioned below, looks to be one to follow – well, it will be interesting to see how high he 
can climb and whether stepping up in trip unlocks more. It could be the handicapper will get 
a grip and he will be hard to place- connections will be hoping he progresses in the same 
way that Road To Respect (160s/G1 horse) did when taking this in 2017.  
 
I’ve mentioned this in a previous review post, but I will endeavour to pay more attention to 
‘eye popping’ Racing Post Ratings (RPRs) – on his previous start at Cheltenham in Jan he 
won off OR 140, achieving and RPR of 159. His revised mark was 149 and was some 
indication as to the level of that winning performance and how well-in he could still be off 
149. And he was still open to improvement. Noting the ‘eye poppers’ (esp a week or two 
before the Festival) could be worth the effort. Of course, this point isn’t just valid for The 
Festival but more generally. It’s not always this easy and often enough the RPRs may be 
built into the price, but they’re still a useful rating in our armoury, especially when trying to 
assess how well handicapped a horse may be.  
 
Harry Whittington – I had a dive into his stats hoping to unearth some micro gold but as yet 
haven’t done so. You may wish to note that in handicap chases, with Last Time Out winners 
he’s now… 8/23, 12p, +11 .  
 
Louis’ Vac Pouch (8YO/P Kirby) (OR 144)  
 
He’s the one I want to take from this race given that he’s now 2/7, 4p over fences, this being 
only his second handicap chase. It was also only his second start for his new yard and I’d like 
to think there’s more to come as a chaser – his chase mark has since been dropped to 142. 
That looks workable. While he wouldn’t have won, I suspect he’d have been even closer 
than his 10L defeat in 7th had he not been hampered two out, when still going ok. He then 
clambered over the last. It was his first run here and was a decent effort, especially given his 
lack of experience in big field handicap chases. He’s come late to the chasing game but has 
taken to it well and Phil Kirby may improve him. He has won over 3m at Ascot in a soft 
ground handicap hurdle so there’s a chance he could step up in trip – Kirby does like having 
runners at Wetherby and they could plot him for something like The Rowland Meyrick on 
Boxing Day, won this season by their Top Ville Ben.  
 
It may be they keep him to intermediate trips and given the run here, you wouldn’t 
begrudge them eyeing up the likes of the Paddy Power in early January, The G3 near the 
end of the same month and of course the Autumn races, such as the Bet Victor Gold Cup in 
November. One to keep an eye on, even more so if they can train him to race more 
prominently. And he could improve for better ground also. His lightly raced chase profile, his 
mark and this run suggests he’s got a ‘Saturday Handicap’ in him.  
 
 
 
 



I’ve no thoughts on the Mares Novice so straight to the… 
 
5.30 – The Kim Muir  
 
Milan Native  
 
The purpose of these review posts hasn’t been to drag myself over hot coals after another 
mediocre week but looking back, given the odds/his profile/a chase, this has to go down as 
‘the’ missed handicap bet of the week. Such was my muddled/tired mind I wasn’t that close. 
Ignoring his profile for a moment – he hit various trainer/owner stats and pointers from my 
guide, both for Elliot and Gigginstown. When combined with the horse being one of the few 
in here who was unexposed over fences (it was his handicap chase debut also) it was clearly 
quite the omission at 16s. Part of the error was being unaware that Rob James (claiming 7lb) 
had ridden winners galore in the pointing field (not your average 7lb claimer) and I wrongly 
assumed Codd had the choice, which I don’t think he did this time. The horse had big field 
form also. As Elliot stated after, this had been the plan for some time, and in hindsight of 
course it’s even more significant that he was kept to beginners’ chases (but decent ones at 
that) to build up experience while protecting his mark – and over a trip too short.  
 
Two starts before this win he was 21L behind Allaho in 2nd, visibly outpaced but showing 
promise. Allaho isn’t a handicapper . He then finished 2nd again at Gowran over 2m4f, 
outpaced again but staying on. Watching those efforts back now it wasn’t hard to assume 
he would appreciate this step up in trip.  
 
I suspect the front three from that Gowran Beginners Chase (15th Feb) may be worth 
following… 
 
Spyglass Hill (7YO/Henry De Bromhead) 
 
He powered away here in heavy to win by a relatively easy 6L and may have beaten 
Carefully Selected the time before had he not fallen. I believe he now has an Irish mark of 
145 and obviously Milan Native (2nd this day) has franked the form. He ran an RPR 148 in 
this race, which was a career best. You’d have to think there’s more to come and that he has 
a decent handicap or two in him at some stage. He’s generally been kept to soft/heavy 
ground, with better going more of an unknown. But there are plenty of big handicap chase 
pots for them to target and he should be fine (even better maybe) stepped back up in trip.  
 
Ontheropes (6YO/W Mullins)  
 
He was a fast finishing 3rd in this race, having got outpaced before powering up the hill, only 
1 3/4L behind Milan Native. He pulled up on his next start, the jockey reporting he made a 
noise, and I assume he’s had a wind op or something done since. We shall see. He’s only had 
7 career runs, plus a 2nd in a Point. He also comfortably beat Spyglass Hill in a maiden hurdle 
in April 19. So, the form has a strong enough feel to it – certainly when looking at horses 
who may make a mark in decent handicaps. This 3rd was his best chase run to date and if 
he’s had a wind issue that’s been holding him back, there could be plenty more to come. 
He’s still got a bit to learn over fences but is rated 137 and I’d like to think he will show 



himself to be better than that at some point in the next year. Maybe he could make up into 
a Thyestes horse, back at Gowran in Jan 2021, a race that Mullins has won four times in the 
last seven years. Two of the last five winners have been rated 139/137.  
 
I’d like to think that the top three from this race have more wins in them, including the Kim 
Muir winner… back to him for a moment… 
 
Milan Native 
 
He stayed on well here as if he could develop into a ‘national’ type of sorts although we 
shouldn’t get too excited about the form just yet. In saying that he was beating solid 
course/Festival yardsticks – but only that and they were generally in the grip of the 
handicapper/exposed enough.  
 
I had a look back at Gigginstown’s Festival record in handicap chases to see if that may give 
an indication as to his future. This was their 5th win in such contests.  
 
Their previous two handicap chases winners before this were…  
 
Road To Respect – he’d go on to hit a rating of 169 and develop into a solid G1 performer.  
 
Empire Of Dirt – He won the Troytown at Navan on his next start the following Autumn, off 
149 and would eventually end up rated 166.  
 
Connections will be hoping Milan Native progresses to match those heights. He should still 
be rated to win a handicap or two and he’s still open to any amount of improvement over 
fences. This win wasn’t as devastating as those two named above but he wasn’t stopping 
come the line. Maybe they will eye up The Galway Plate (could be short enough) or 
something like The Kerry National.  
 
The other two of interest for the future/next season from this race were…  
 
Deise Aba and Champagne Platinum. The latter moved like a very well handicapped horse 
off 138 but still with plenty to learn in the jumping department. I’m also not convinced he 
stayed up the hill (I believe the original plan was the Novice Handicap Chase but he didn’t 
get in). I suspect they will pencil in the odd summer/autumn target for him and off 138 he 
should do some handicap damage one day. The Hobbs horse went well for a long way and 
ran as if he could have more staying handicaps in him next season. He’s still open to 
improvement and given his owner (Trevor Hemmings), Aintree will always be discussed as 
an option.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Cheltenham Festival Review 2020: Day 4  
 
1.30 – Triumph Hurdle 
 
Obviously on the day this race was all about Goshen – he was in the process of posting one 
of the most visually  impressive Festival wins in recent memory, before the crushing agony of 
bungling the last (Jamie did everything right for me – saw a brilliant stride) and getting his 
feet caught together after landing – that’s what caused the UR. Very unlucky. He’s clearly 
talented and it will be interesting to see if he can make up into a Champion Hurdle horse in 
time. Apparently, he’s now being aimed at The Ebor which is exciting for connections, 
especially given the prize money.  
 
For the purposes of reviewing this race I’ve focussed on Pau Nicholls’ runners.  
 
His overall record in this race is only ‘ok’ – 2/31, 4p, with both winners being Irish Bred. 
(2/6,2p) His French Breds are 0/21,2p.  
 
This year he ran Solo and Sir Psycho. Given some of the horses he’s run in this previously it’s 
evident that all of his Triumph runners are worth noting moving forward. They usually win 
plenty… Since 2012 he’s run the likes of… Dodging Bullets, Lac Fontana, Sametegal, Calipto, 
Old Guard, Frodon, Tommy Silver, Clans Des Obeaux, Pic DOrhy, Ecco, Quel Destin 
 
Just those mentioned have won numerous races post their Triumph runs, at all levels. It’s 
evident that Nicholls doesn’t just throw any old horse into this race and it’s some indication 
of their potential/how well they’re thought of at this stage in their careers, and beyond.  
 
SOLO -  whether he’s a Dodging Bullets, Frodon or Clans Des Obeaux type, time will tell. 
Connections will be hoping he can reach those heights, rather than say a Tommy Silver (but 
he’s still won races). I suspect his rating of 157 was over inflated for this stage of his career, 
however it was reported afterwards that he didn’t’ come down the hill very well and was 
evidently outpaced at times. Maybe, like Clans, it will become apparent he doesn’t like 
Cheltenham. Team Ditcheat think very highly of him as a chaser of the future and it will be 
exciting to see how high he can climb. Maybe one for The Marsh longer term next season, 
or something at Kempton (Katuto Star Novices Chase) Ascot/Aintree/Ayr. I doubt he will be 
a backable price in his novice chases but worthy of note, nonetheless.  
 
His sire - KAPGARDE - progeny are only 7/107, 29p at Cheltenham. His G1 winners… Clans 
Des Obeaux, Fakir Doudairies, A Plus Tard. Can Solo join them in time… ?  
 
SIR PSYCHO – He’s by Zoffany and as a sire he’s only had one chase runner so far.  So, it 
could be that this one is best sticking to hurdles- and maybe he will. Lac Fontana would go 
on to win a Festival Handicap the year after his Triumph run, and maybe this one has a 
decent race like that in him. This was only his 8th career run and he did shape as if worth a 
go over further, as he plugged on well up the hill. He could have a nice pot in him next 
season and he doesn’t mind it proper soft/heavy. (maybe he’d prefer it – he is a ‘Haydock 
Heavy’ winner).  



 
2.10 – County Hurdle 
 
JP McManus  
 
Saint Roi was another well backed handicap winner during the week (although was 7s the 
afternoon before, 7/2- 4s on the morning of racing before a slight drift to 11/2 SP). He was 
thoroughly unexposed in the UK/Ire but also had a couple of runs in France.  It was evident 
that he was thought to be thrown in – a facile win in a novice LTO, put away/saved for The 
Festival. There were reports of recent electric work at home. Whoever they were working 
him against clearly indicated a mark of 137 was very lenient. It seems that JP waded in with 
confidence. If you were taking him on  at morning prices (guilty as charged) then it was a 
case of hoping the experience would be too much, his jumping wouldn’t be up to scratch in 
these conditions or he’d suffer interference. Maybe that’s justified at 4s in a Festival 
Handicap but when available at 7s+ the day before it gives you more food for thought on 
strategy. He was the choice of Barry Geraghty also.  
 
It was another handicap hurdle winner for JP – he/his team must have changed strategy 
with these types, or it’s just the cyclical nature of racing/big Festivals. From 2013-2018 he 
was 0/70, 11p in handicap hurdles. At the last two Festivals he’s 6/24 runners, 7p, +28 BFSP. 
That’s 6 of the 10 handicap hurdles in that time, 4 of the 5 run this year.  
 
Looking at those 6 winners at the last two Festivals… 
 

• 3/6 sent off FAV – ‘They’ clearly know when they’re chucked in. Three of this year’s 
four all bolted up on their last start, so it’s not exactly like they were being buggered 
about with in previous runs.  

• 6/6 were French or German Bred (6/14, 7p, +28)  

• 6/6 sent off 10/1 or shorter SP (12/1+ : 0/13, 1p)  

• 4/6 had 0-1 career wins (4/8, 4p, +29)  

• 6/6 Trained by: G Elliot / N Henderson/ W Mullins/ J O’Brien: 6/14, 7p, +38 BFSP  
 
So, a few pointers to note there for the future, especially when trying to latch onto these 
types a few days before they run.  
 
Saint Roi – it will be fascinating to see how high he can climb as he’s open to so much 
improvement. He could well make up into a G1/Champion Hurdle horse next season, it 
awaits to be seen. But, failing that, you could see him doing a ‘Sir Du Berlais’ next season, 
with back to back Festival Handicap wins – mark dependent of course. They also have the 
option to go chasing in time.  
 
Form Follow? This race does throw up plenty of future winners and there were a few in this 
who were in the ‘unexposed’ category… 

• 2017: 22/128, 52p 

• 2018: 23/135, 44p 

• 2019: 12/104, 34p (Top 4 yet to win)  
 



 
Elusive Belle (6YO/N Henderson)  
 
I’m convinced this mare has a decent handicap pot in her off 136. This was a decent effort in 
5th. She did best of the British here on her 10th career start, she still pulls plenty hard enough 
(I’d give a pro jockey a go – Sam W C is fine, esp over the National Fences, and while he’s 
the owner’s son someone else may be able to switch her off fully). She generally moves well 
through her races and while not bred for it, did shape as if worth a go over 2m4f. It was also 
notable that 3 of the first 5 were ridden patiently, whereas she, along with Embittered, may 
have done too much too soon near the front end. As such their runs can be marked up, I 
feel. Nicky Henderson will find less competitive handicaps than this for her – a decent C2 
somewhere maybe.  
 
Embittered (6YO/JOB)  
 
A 3rd in a Festival Handicap isn’t exactly ‘under the radar’ but he did well considering he was 
ridden aggressively – tracking the leaders for most of the race, leading 2 out. The two who’d 
pass him were more patiently ridden although as above the winner was clearly chucked in – 
and you can often position those where you want.  The 2nd was stepping down from G1 
company. This one did run in The Royal Bond at Fairyhouse which is a race I’ve touched on 
in earlier daily reviews. His dad is Fame And Glory who as yet isn’t known for his chasers and 
it will be interesting to see what they do with him. He did stay on and is another who could 
be worth a go over further. I can’t think he’s done with winning just yet. Maybe a more 
patient ride would help.  
 
I suspect the 7th and 8th may also both appreciate a step up in trip – they shaped that way. 
Thatsy (6YO/G Elliot) and Beat The Judge (5YO/G Moore) are both lightly raced, especially 
in handicaps, and should have more wins in them. I think this is decent handicapping form. 
 
 
2.50 – The Albert Bartlett 
 
Sadly for me. a year where the top of the market dominated. They were due a better 
showing and a mix of the drying ground ground and slower pace may have favoured ‘the 
obvious’ ones. Like The Supreme and The Ballymore (formerly Neptune) this is a novice 
hurdle worth following – or has been in recent years. It doesn’t really matter where the 
horse finished, the fact they were pitched into this is usually a pointer for the future. Any 
Albert Bartlett runner is a decent ‘starting point’ to any future race/horse analysis… 
 
Form Follow…  

• 2017: 16/56, 33p, +15  

• 2018: 22/82, 37p, +10 
o OK Corral/ Santini / Ballyward/ Chris’ Dream / Paisley Park 

• 2019: 14/72, 28p, +40  
o Minella Indo/ Allaho / Lisnegar Oscar  

 



This race just produces winners of the future – whether we can latch onto them at the right 
time and right price is the challenge.  
 
Nigel Twiston-Davies 
 
He’s now 0/13,2p in this. His Redford Road didn’t run that well – nothing of his did much all 
week really. However, looking back at his race record it’s clear he does pitch good ones into 
this – horses worth keeping an eye on. Since 2014 he’s run… Cogry (maybe he’s another in 
that ilk), Blacklion, Wholestone, Calett Mad. Redford Road will be winning more races but 
he could be a handicapper and/or needs a fence.  
 
Henry De Bromhead  
 
Cobblers Way … given his form tied in with Latest Exhibition (2nd) I can only conclude he 
didn’t run his race here/something was amiss – eventually PU. Given the horses that his 
trainer has run in this it could be some indication as to how highly thought of he is/where 
his future could be. The three other horses he’s run in this race are… Monalle / Chris’ Dream 
/ Minella Indo – on that basis I think this one may be worth watching closely when he sees a 
fence. Whether he’s a very good handicapper, a G1 horse or none of the above, time will 
tell. The fact he was pitched into this race may be some indication as to his potential/how 
well he’s thought of. He will have other days.  
 
Thyme Hill ran a cracker – it’s clear Hobbs’ has a nice horse on his hands, and it will be 
interesting where he goes next season. Maybe he could be an RSA type in time, if taking to 
fences. His run in here franked the form of Champagne Well from an earlier race in the 
season- I’ve mentioned that form line previously, but he has more races in him from his 
mark. If he takes to fences, maybe they could aim him at The Ultima, as a lightly raced 
novice.  
 
 
3.30 – The Gold Cup  
 
A cracking renewal – from an entertainment perspective. It was great to see Lost In 
Translation return to something like his best -he should have more G1s in him (Betfair Chase 
again, King George-  8/1 at present- , Aintree Bowl) but I can’t see why he’d overturn this 
form in next year’s Gold Cup. Santini ran a cracker. Clans Des Obeaux will never run at 
Cheltenham again, such is my impact when tipping them! He sulked when buried amongst 
horses and it confirmed that the track is not for him.  
 
In my view the horse to take form this race didn’t run  - TOPOFTHEGAME – given how well 
Santini ran, the team must be excited about his year ahead. They were very cautious with 
him when picking up an injury, not risking him thereafter. Paul thinks the break may turn 
out to be a blessing given is size. If they can get a clear run with him there’s some big pots to 
contest. He’s a fine stamp of a horse and quite the looker. I don’t think they will fear 
anything from this year’s renewal. He’s currently 9s for The Ladbrokes Trophy which has 
been pencilled in as the starting point, I think.  
 



 
* 
No thoughts on The Foxhunters so onto the final two handicaps of the meeting… 
 
4.50 – Grand Annual  
 
Another handicap for a lightly raced, well backed horse in Chosen Mate. He was making 
handicap chase debut here on only his 4th chase start – although he had run twice in Points, 
including a win – and had 7 hurdle runs to his name. So, he wasn’t lacking for experience. He 
was anther who came into a handicap on the back of a facile win in an Irish novice 
/beginners, the handicapper seemingly letting him in lightly. His RPR LTO of 153 was a 
career best, and off a mark of 147 it was safe to assume he had something in hand. 
 
Capuccimix (7YO/Henry De Bromhead)… chased him home in that Gowran race, sent off fav 
and beaten 11L. He’d win his next start at 2/5 before showing little on his final start at 
Thurles. On his chase debut he’d got within 7L of Cash Back (now rated 156) and it could be 
that next season he should have a handicap in him off 136 or so.  
 
Us And Them is just getting a tad frustrating now. Maybe he needs even better jumping 
ground, a better ride or further – or a combination of all. He lost his position through this (or 
was allowed to) before storming up the hill and staying on well. He has had 20 career starts 
now and is one of those you have to keep making excuses for. He does need Good in the 
going somewhere and he does have more races in him. Maybe an aggressive ride over 18-
20f, at an EW price.  
 
The two UK runners for next season could well be… 
 
Greaneteen (6YO/P Nicholls) This was a decent run given is inexperience and that did cost 
him in the end – he made a few novicey errors including a bad error 2 out. Had he jumped 
as well as the winner I suspect they may have been battling it out. He should progress again 
and has races in him. He is rated 150 now though so he could be hard to place but this effort 
suggested he’s better than that. The Grand Annual is a race where a solid run the year 
before is a positive – and maybe we will see him back again next year, mark dependent. I’m 
not sure Nicholl’s would be one to plot that far out for a Festival handicap though and won’t 
mind wining a pot or two in the first half of the season. He won’t lack for options and may 
get further.  
 
Lisp (6YO/Alan King)… Alan hasn’t done that well at the Festival in recent years but this 
lightly raced chaser ran well in 7th, on only his 4th chase start. He has some solid form to his 
name and not for the first time ran as if worth a go over further. It could be he comes into 
his own over 2m4f+. He seemed visibly outpaced here – maybe it was inexperience that 
made him lose his position but he ran on well up the hill, making ground after the last. 3 of 
the 6 in front of him in this were thoroughly unexposed, inc the top 2. However he does 
need to find improvement to win from this mark, which did anchor him over hurdles, and 
maybe a step up in trip (and generally gaining more chase experience in time) will do the 
trick.  
 



 
 
5.30 – The Martin Pipe  
 
This race can be worth following, which may be no surprise given it can be contested by 
lightly raced handicap hurdlers – that was the case this year. Th 2nd, 4th, 5th and 7th were 
having only their 4th run over hurdles. Column of Fire fell at the last when coming to 
challenge and probably would have won, but in any case, he was making only his 2nd start in 
handicap hurdles. You would like to think they all have more wins in them.  
 
Form Follow… 

• 2017: 16/102, 40p 

• 2018: 19/99, 39p (Top 6 won 7 between them, inc Sire Du Berlais)  

• 2019: 19/126, 44p  
 
Gigginstown – they’re now 3/11,7p in this race and may have been 4/12,8p had Column of 
Fire stood up – they’ve run some OK sorts in this, winning it with Don Poli and Champagne 
Classic – maybe he will develop into a decent chaser. Their other winner, Blow By Blow, 
didn’t really progress. Dallas Des Pictons was 2nd last year and he;s arguably been 
disappointing since but only had his 6th chase run on 21st March when unseating. Column Of 
Fire is related to plenty of winners, including Tully East who was a smart handicap chaser. 
Time will tell.  
 
Happygolucky (6YO/Kim Bailey) – he ran a cracker in 4th here, hampered at the last and 
staying on up the hill – he could well count himself unlucky to not be in the mix at the line. 
He was pitched into C2 novice hurdles, with form behind Thyme Hill, (noting, again, Festival 
handicappers with seasonal form behind graded horses) and given the yard will no doubt 
have a future over fences. The resurgence of Kim Bailey may well continue into next season. 
His sire, Jeremy, has/is producing some decent NH horses– maybe this one can develop into 
a horse for The Novice Handicap, (taking a similar path to Imperial Aura) or down The Stable 
Plate route. Maybe he will develop into a 3 miler, but in any case, based on his 
form/inexperience, he could develop into a smart chaser, much better than a mark of 137. 
Of course, they may decide he’s a nice handicap hurdle pot in him from this mark – Imperial 
Aura ran well in The Silver Trophy at Chepstow (Oct) before starting his chasing campaign.  
 
The Bosses Oscar – (5YO/G Elliot) – at the time I didn’t appreciate how well he ran- and 
looking back I’m not sure how he got so close, staying on up the hill in 5th, having been 
hampered at the last also.  He has to be well handicapped off 138. He never really went a 
yard in this, out the back, on and off the bridle. Sean O’Keefe did well to keep going. I’ve no 
idea why, maybe he was outpaced, it was the track, or he’s a thinker who needs his mind 
made up. It could also be the standing start didn’t help and he resented being behind so 
many horses. If he was able to hold a more prominent position, you’d have to think he 
would have gone very close. Maybe he’s one for Galway or another Festival but he should 
have a decent handicap hurdle pot in him on this evidence. (a solid C2 as opposed to a G3 
possibly, although he could be plotted for something like the Pertemps longer term, given he 
shaped like he could get further. As they did with Sir Du Berlais after his 4th in this in 2018)  
Maybe they will try CP to help him travel.  



 
 
 


