
Cheltenham Festival Review 2020: Day 4  
 
1.30 – Triumph Hurdle 
 
Obviously on the day this race was all about Goshen – he was in the process of posting one 
of the most visually  impressive Festival wins in recent memory, before the crushing agony of 
bungling the last (Jamie did everything right for me – saw a brilliant stride) and getting his 
feet caught together after landing – that’s what caused the UR. Very unlucky. He’s clearly 
talented and it will be interesting to see if he can make up into a Champion Hurdle horse in 
time. Apparently, he’s now being aimed at The Ebor which is exciting for connections, 
especially given the prize money.  
 
For the purposes of reviewing this race I’ve focussed on Pau Nicholls’ runners.  
 
His overall record in this race is only ‘ok’ – 2/31, 4p, with both winners being Irish Bred. 
(2/6,2p) His French Breds are 0/21,2p.  
 
This year he ran Solo and Sir Psycho. Given some of the horses he’s run in this previously it’s 
evident that all of his Triumph runners are worth noting moving forward. They usually win 
plenty… Since 2012 he’s run the likes of… Dodging Bullets, Lac Fontana, Sametegal, Calipto, 
Old Guard, Frodon, Tommy Silver, Clans Des Obeaux, Pic DOrhy, Ecco, Quel Destin 
 
Just those mentioned have won numerous races post their Triumph runs, at all levels. It’s 
evident that Nicholls doesn’t just throw any old horse into this race and it’s some indication 
of their potential/how well they’re thought of at this stage in their careers, and beyond.  
 
SOLO -  whether he’s a Dodging Bullets, Frodon or Clans Des Obeaux type, time will tell. 
Connections will be hoping he can reach those heights, rather than say a Tommy Silver (but 
he’s still won races). I suspect his rating of 157 was over inflated for this stage of his career, 
however it was reported afterwards that he didn’t’ come down the hill very well and was 
evidently outpaced at times. Maybe, like Clans, it will become apparent he doesn’t like 
Cheltenham. Team Ditcheat think very highly of him as a chaser of the future and it will be 
exciting to see how high he can climb. Maybe one for The Marsh longer term next season, 
or something at Kempton (Katuto Star Novices Chase) Ascot/Aintree/Ayr. I doubt he will be 
a backable price in his novice chases but worthy of note, nonetheless.  
 
His sire - KAPGARDE - progeny are only 7/107, 29p at Cheltenham. His G1 winners… Clans 
Des Obeaux, Fakir Doudairies, A Plus Tard. Can Solo join them in time… ?  
 
SIR PSYCHO – He’s by Zoffany and as a sire he’s only had one chase runner so far.  So, it 
could be that this one is best sticking to hurdles- and maybe he will. Lac Fontana would go 
on to win a Festival Handicap the year after his Triumph run, and maybe this one has a 
decent race like that in him. This was only his 8th career run and he did shape as if worth a 
go over further, as he plugged on well up the hill. He could have a nice pot in him next 
season and he doesn’t mind it proper soft/heavy. (maybe he’d prefer it – he is a ‘Haydock 
Heavy’ winner).  
 



2.10 – County Hurdle 
 
JP McManus  
 
Saint Roi was another well backed handicap winner during the week (although was 7s the 
afternoon before, 7/2- 4s on the morning of racing before a slight drift to 11/2 SP). He was 
thoroughly unexposed in the UK/Ire but also had a couple of runs in France.  It was evident 
that he was thought to be thrown in – a facile win in a novice LTO, put away/saved for The 
Festival. There were reports of recent electric work at home. Whoever they were working 
him against clearly indicated a mark of 137 was very lenient. It seems that JP waded in with 
confidence. If you were taking him on  at morning prices (guilty as charged) then it was a 
case of hoping the experience would be too much, his jumping wouldn’t be up to scratch in 
these conditions or he’d suffer interference. Maybe that’s justified at 4s in a Festival 
Handicap but when available at 7s+ the day before it gives you more food for thought on 
strategy. He was the choice of Barry Geraghty also.  
 
It was another handicap hurdle winner for JP – he/his team must have changed strategy 
with these types, or it’s just the cyclical nature of racing/big Festivals. From 2013-2018 he 
was 0/70, 11p in handicap hurdles. At the last two Festivals he’s 6/24 runners, 7p, +28 BFSP. 
That’s 6 of the 10 handicap hurdles in that time, 4 of the 5 run this year.  
 
Looking at those 6 winners at the last two Festivals… 
 

• 3/6 sent off FAV – ‘They’ clearly know when they’re chucked in. Three of this year’s 
four all bolted up on their last start, so it’s not exactly like they were being buggered 
about with in previous runs.  

• 6/6 were French or German Bred (6/14, 7p, +28)  

• 6/6 sent off 10/1 or shorter SP (12/1+ : 0/13, 1p)  

• 4/6 had 0-1 career wins (4/8, 4p, +29)  

• 6/6 Trained by: G Elliot / N Henderson/ W Mullins/ J O’Brien: 6/14, 7p, +38 BFSP  
 
So, a few pointers to note there for the future, especially when trying to latch onto these 
types a few days before they run.  
 
Saint Roi – it will be fascinating to see how high he can climb as he’s open to so much 
improvement. He could well make up into a G1/Champion Hurdle horse next season, it 
awaits to be seen. But, failing that, you could see him doing a ‘Sir Du Berlais’ next season, 
with back to back Festival Handicap wins – mark dependent of course. They also have the 
option to go chasing in time.  
 
Form Follow? This race does throw up plenty of future winners and there were a few in this 
who were in the ‘unexposed’ category… 

• 2017: 22/128, 52p 

• 2018: 23/135, 44p 

• 2019: 12/104, 34p (Top 4 yet to win)  
 
 



Elusive Belle (6YO/N Henderson)  
 
I’m convinced this mare has a decent handicap pot in her off 136. This was a decent effort in 
5th. She did best of the British here on her 10th career start, she still pulls plenty hard enough 
(I’d give a pro jockey a go – Sam W C is fine, esp over the National Fences, and while he’s 
the owner’s son someone else may be able to switch her off fully). She generally moves well 
through her races and while not bred for it, did shape as if worth a go over 2m4f. It was also 
notable that 3 of the first 5 were ridden patiently, whereas she, along with Embittered, may 
have done too much too soon near the front end. As such their runs can be marked up, I 
feel. Nicky Henderson will find less competitive handicaps than this for her – a decent C2 
somewhere maybe.  
 
Embittered (6YO/JOB)  
 
A 3rd in a Festival Handicap isn’t exactly ‘under the radar’ but he did well considering he was 
ridden aggressively – tracking the leaders for most of the race, leading 2 out. The two who’d 
pass him were more patiently ridden although as above the winner was clearly chucked in – 
and you can often position those where you want.  The 2nd was stepping down from G1 
company. This one did run in The Royal Bond at Fairyhouse which is a race I’ve touched on 
in earlier daily reviews. His dad is Fame And Glory who as yet isn’t known for his chasers and 
it will be interesting to see what they do with him. He did stay on and is another who could 
be worth a go over further. I can’t think he’s done with winning just yet. Maybe a more 
patient ride would help.  
 
I suspect the 7th and 8th may also both appreciate a step up in trip – they shaped that way. 
Thatsy (6YO/G Elliot) and Beat The Judge (5YO/G Moore) are both lightly raced, especially 
in handicaps, and should have more wins in them. I think this is decent handicapping form. 
 
 
2.50 – The Albert Bartlett 
 
Sadly for me. a year where the top of the market dominated. They were due a better 
showing and a mix of the drying ground ground and slower pace may have favoured ‘the 
obvious’ ones. Like The Supreme and The Ballymore (formerly Neptune) this is a novice 
hurdle worth following – or has been in recent years. It doesn’t really matter where the 
horse finished, the fact they were pitched into this is usually a pointer for the future. Any 
Albert Bartlett runner is a decent ‘starting point’ to any future race/horse analysis… 
 
Form Follow…  

• 2017: 16/56, 33p, +15  

• 2018: 22/82, 37p, +10 
o OK Corral/ Santini / Ballyward/ Chris’ Dream / Paisley Park 

• 2019: 14/72, 28p, +40  
o Minella Indo/ Allaho / Lisnegar Oscar  

 
This race just produces winners of the future – whether we can latch onto them at the right 
time and right price is the challenge.  



 
Nigel Twiston-Davies 
 
He’s now 0/13,2p in this. His Redford Road didn’t run that well – nothing of his did much all 
week really. However, looking back at his race record it’s clear he does pitch good ones into 
this – horses worth keeping an eye on. Since 2014 he’s run… Cogry (maybe he’s another in 
that ilk), Blacklion, Wholestone, Calett Mad. Redford Road will be winning more races but 
he could be a handicapper and/or needs a fence.  
 
Henry De Bromhead  
 
Cobblers Way … given his form tied in with Latest Exhibition (2nd) I can only conclude he 
didn’t run his race here/something was amiss – eventually PU. Given the horses that his 
trainer has run in this it could be some indication as to how highly thought of he is/where 
his future could be. The three other horses he’s run in this race are… Monalle / Chris’ Dream 
/ Minella Indo – on that basis I think this one may be worth watching closely when he sees a 
fence. Whether he’s a very good handicapper, a G1 horse or none of the above, time will 
tell. The fact he was pitched into this race may be some indication as to his potential/how 
well he’s thought of. He will have other days.  
 
Thyme Hill ran a cracker – it’s clear Hobbs’ has a nice horse on his hands, and it will be 
interesting where he goes next season. Maybe he could be an RSA type in time, if taking to 
fences. His run in here franked the form of Champagne Well from an earlier race in the 
season- I’ve mentioned that form line previously, but he has more races in him from his 
mark. If he takes to fences, maybe they could aim him at The Ultima, as a lightly raced 
novice.  
 
 
3.30 – The Gold Cup  
 
A cracking renewal – from an entertainment perspective. It was great to see Lost In 
Translation return to something like his best -he should have more G1s in him (Betfair Chase 
again, King George-  8/1 at present- , Aintree Bowl) but I can’t see why he’d overturn this 
form in next year’s Gold Cup. Santini ran a cracker. Clans Des Obeaux will never run at 
Cheltenham again, such is my impact when tipping them! He sulked when buried amongst 
horses and it confirmed that the track is not for him.  
 
In my view the horse to take form this race didn’t run  - TOPOFTHEGAME – given how well 
Santini ran, the team must be excited about his year ahead. They were very cautious with 
him when picking up an injury, not risking him thereafter. Paul thinks the break may turn 
out to be a blessing given is size. If they can get a clear run with him there’s some big pots to 
contest. He’s a fine stamp of a horse and quite the looker. I don’t think they will fear 
anything from this year’s renewal. He’s currently 9s for The Ladbrokes Trophy which has 
been pencilled in as the starting point, I think.  
 
 
* 



No thoughts on The Foxhunters so onto the final two handicaps of the meeting… 
 
4.50 – Grand Annual  
 
Another handicap for a lightly raced, well backed horse in Chosen Mate. He was making 
handicap chase debut here on only his 4th chase start – although he had run twice in Points, 
including a win – and had 7 hurdle runs to his name. So, he wasn’t lacking for experience. He 
was anther who came into a handicap on the back of a facile win in an Irish novice 
/beginners, the handicapper seemingly letting him in lightly. His RPR LTO of 153 was a 
career best, and off a mark of 147 it was safe to assume he had something in hand. 
 
Capuccimix (7YO/Henry De Bromhead)… chased him home in that Gowran race, sent off fav 
and beaten 11L. He’d win his next start at 2/5 before showing little on his final start at 
Thurles. On his chase debut he’d got within 7L of Cash Back (now rated 156) and it could be 
that next season he should have a handicap in him off 136 or so.  
 
Us And Them is just getting a tad frustrating now. Maybe he needs even better jumping 
ground, a better ride or further – or a combination of all. He lost his position through this (or 
was allowed to) before storming up the hill and staying on well. He has had 20 career starts 
now and is one of those you have to keep making excuses for. He does need Good in the 
going somewhere and he does have more races in him. Maybe an aggressive ride over 18-
20f, at an EW price.  
 
The two UK runners for next season could well be… 
 
Greaneteen (6YO/P Nicholls) This was a decent run given is inexperience and that did cost 
him in the end – he made a few novicey errors including a bad error 2 out. Had he jumped 
as well as the winner I suspect they may have been battling it out. He should progress again 
and has races in him. He is rated 150 now though so he could be hard to place but this effort 
suggested he’s better than that. The Grand Annual is a race where a solid run the year 
before is a positive – and maybe we will see him back again next year, mark dependent. I’m 
not sure Nicholl’s would be one to plot that far out for a Festival handicap though and won’t 
mind wining a pot or two in the first half of the season. He won’t lack for options and may 
get further.  
 
Lisp (6YO/Alan King)… Alan hasn’t done that well at the Festival in recent years but this 
lightly raced chaser ran well in 7th, on only his 4th chase start. He has some solid form to his 
name and not for the first time ran as if worth a go over further. It could be he comes into 
his own over 2m4f+. He seemed visibly outpaced here – maybe it was inexperience that 
made him lose his position but he ran on well up the hill, making ground after the last. 3 of 
the 6 in front of him in this were thoroughly unexposed, inc the top 2. However he does 
need to find improvement to win from this mark, which did anchor him over hurdles, and 
maybe a step up in trip (and generally gaining more chase experience in time) will do the 
trick.  
 
 
 



5.30 – The Martin Pipe  
 
This race can be worth following, which may be no surprise given it can be contested by 
lightly raced handicap hurdlers – that was the case this year. Th 2nd, 4th, 5th and 7th were 
having only their 4th run over hurdles. Column of Fire fell at the last when coming to 
challenge and probably would have won, but in any case, he was making only his 2nd start in 
handicap hurdles. You would like to think they all have more wins in them.  
 
Form Follow… 

• 2017: 16/102, 40p 

• 2018: 19/99, 39p (Top 6 won 7 between them, inc Sire Du Berlais)  

• 2019: 19/126, 44p  
 
Gigginstown – they’re now 3/11,7p in this race and may have been 4/12,8p had Column of 
Fire stood up – they’ve run some OK sorts in this, winning it with Don Poli and Champagne 
Classic – maybe he will develop into a decent chaser. Their other winner, Blow By Blow, 
didn’t really progress. Dallas Des Pictons was 2nd last year and he;s arguably been 
disappointing since but only had his 6th chase run on 21st March when unseating. Column Of 
Fire is related to plenty of winners, including Tully East who was a smart handicap chaser. 
Time will tell.  
 
Happygolucky (6YO/Kim Bailey) – he ran a cracker in 4th here, hampered at the last and 
staying on up the hill – he could well count himself unlucky to not be in the mix at the line. 
He was pitched into C2 novice hurdles, with form behind Thyme Hill, (noting, again, Festival 
handicappers with seasonal form behind graded horses) and given the yard will no doubt 
have a future over fences. The resurgence of Kim Bailey may well continue into next season. 
His sire, Jeremy, has/is producing some decent NH horses– maybe this one can develop into 
a horse for The Novice Handicap, (taking a similar path to Imperial Aura) or down The Stable 
Plate route. Maybe he will develop into a 3 miler, but in any case, based on his 
form/inexperience, he could develop into a smart chaser, much better than a mark of 137. 
Of course, they may decide he’s a nice handicap hurdle pot in him from this mark – Imperial 
Aura ran well in The Silver Trophy at Chepstow (Oct) before starting his chasing campaign.  
 
The Bosses Oscar – (5YO/G Elliot) – at the time I didn’t appreciate how well he ran- and 
looking back I’m not sure how he got so close, staying on up the hill in 5th, having been 
hampered at the last also.  He has to be well handicapped off 138. He never really went a 
yard in this, out the back, on and off the bridle. Sean O’Keefe did well to keep going. I’ve no 
idea why, maybe he was outpaced, it was the track, or he’s a thinker who needs his mind 
made up. It could also be the standing start didn’t help and he resented being behind so 
many horses. If he was able to hold a more prominent position, you’d have to think he 
would have gone very close. Maybe he’s one for Galway or another Festival but he should 
have a decent handicap hurdle pot in him on this evidence. (a solid C2 as opposed to a G3 
possibly, although he could be plotted for something like the Pertemps longer term, given he 
shaped like he could get further. As they did with Sir Du Berlais after his 4th in this in 2018)  
Maybe they will try CP to help him travel.  
 
 


