
Cheltenham Festival 2020: Day 3 Review  
 
 
1.30 – Marsh Novices’ Chase  
 
Tornado Flyer (7YO/W Mullins) (OR 149) (5th) 
 
This 7YO is the horse I want to take away from this race. He’s 5/11,6p in his rules career to 
date, 2/5,2p over fences. He was 3rd in the Champion Bumper of 2018. I suspect he’ll be 
back here in some form next season, maybe for the Ryanair, or the World Hurdle… 
 
He runs and jumps as if he’s still got plenty to learn over fences. He is from the family of 
Hurricane Fly and given he’s only had 3 hurdle runs a return to timber may be an option 
also. In this race he was keen enough in the early part and as they headed out for the final 
circuit was anchored out the back. Given the top 3 were front rank for much of this final 
circuit it’s fair to say that he wasn’t ideally placed. He made good progress from the rear 
and stayed on well up the hill into 5th.  
 
He does look pacey enough and I’m still not sure as to his best trip. I suspect 2m4f is fine, 
especially on soft and maybe with a more aggressive ride. However, it could be that he 
takes another step forward when stepped up to 3m. He never raced in Points so you’d 
expect him to keep improving over fences – his jumping suggests he needs to though.  
 
His three recent RPRs – 155, 155 and 153 suggest that a mark of 149 could well be workable 
if ever being pitched into a handicap. In any case, he could have a big year or two ahead of 
him, whether kept to open graded chases, handicap chases or returned to hurdles.  
 
This race can be worth following, selectively of course. The ‘form follow’ stats… 

• 2019 – 13/48, 19p  

• 2018 – 9/47, 17p (including the 4th, Kemboy, trained by Mullins)  

• 2017 – 10/36, 17p 
 
Saint Sonnet (5YO/P Nicholls) (OR 145) (7th)  
 
Paul Nicholls is 0/11,0p in this race but he’s thrown in the likes of Capeland, Modus, 
Politologue, As De Mee, Irish Saint and Ptit Zig in recent years. Politologue is the best of 
those of course and while generally not word beaters, most have won races, and decent 
ones at that (inc handicaps). It could be significant they pitched him into this, as some 
indication of his potential. On only his 2nd UK start it was some ask, stepping up from a C4 to 
a G1, and he wasn’t disgraced, travelling well until after 3 out. This was his first experience 
of ‘grade 1 pace’, especially when it lifted. From a mark of 145 you’d like to think he has a 
handicap in him somewhere and it will be fascinating to see how he’s campaigned next 
season. Another ‘summer at grass’ and time to acclimatise may do him the world of good.  
 
 
 
 



 
2.10 – Pertemps  
 
Relegate (7YO/C Murphy) (5th)  
 
In theory this mare should have a decent handicap hurdle in her from this mark of 137. She 
won the Champion Bumper in March 18 , is 4/9, 6p in her career, 1/5,3p over hurdles and 
0/2,1p in handicaps. This was her second run for the yard, having left Willie Mullins. She is 
an ‘obvious’ eye-catcher but given the general level of her form she looks worth keeping 
onside. For some reason they keep riding her cold – she was given far too much to do in this 
race and while it probably didn’t make a difference against the classy 1-2, she could have 
been much closer. Maybe there’s a reason for such tactics but when she won her maiden 
hurdle in Dec 18 (25 runners) she was ridden just off the pace by Ruby Walsh. To make up 
the ground she did here was impressive enough, and she wasn’t stopping after the last.  
 
I’ll mention Dream Berry – he suffered an over-reach in this race (when a back-leg cannons 
into a front-leg and causes damage) and it would have been race over from that point. 
Really Super has done that once before and luckily didn’t slice straight through her tendon, 
which can happen. Hopefully this horse is fine/recovers as he’s lightly raced for his age, has 
some good efforts to his name and should have a less competitive 3m handicap in him 
somewhere.  
 
2.50 – Ryanair  
 
This race has a mixed record as ‘one to follow’ from The Festival although there should be 
more winners to come from the race.  
 
It looks as though ‘Team Twister’ may have an exciting one on their hands in Riders 
Onthestorm – there should be much more to come from this 162 rated 7-year-old. He 
looked to be travelling within himself as they approach 3 out, before getting it wrong and 
coming down. He came into this on the back of an energy sapping effort at Ascot and who 
knows what he would have found up the hill. He also suffered interference at the 2nd, 
clipping heels and losing some momentum. He was shuffled to the back after that and was 
never ideally positioned from thereon in. But he looks an exciting prospect for the team, on 
what was only his 4th run for the yard. It looks to have been good business also, having cost 
them 50k and already won £180k in prize money for new connections.  
 
Thursday was also notable for highlighting the ability of trainer Harry Whittington. His Saint 
Calvados ran a fine 2nd here and may have won but for an error at the last. Simply The Betts 
would later power away in The Stable Plate. In total he ran 3 horses at the meeting with a 
3rd, 2nd and a 1st. For a yard of their size that is some doing, and it was a statement of intent 
indicating that if he has the ammunition, he knows what he’s doing. And that can’t be said 
for all trainers. One to watch.  
 
 
 
 



3.30 – The World Hurdle 
 
What this form is worth, or how it works out, only time will tell. I found it interesting that it 
was won in a time 2.8 seconds slower than the Pertemps Final on the same day. The final 
time only tells you so much of course but I found it of some interest, especially as Apples 
Jade ‘appeared’ to ensure a decent pace. But, that’s an aside. (Maybe Sir Du Berais is worth 
aiming at next year’s World Hurdle?) Paisley Park was subsequently found to have an 
irregular heartbeat, but he’ll be back. In hindsight the price disparity was a tad insulting–  
the winner was 4.5L behind PP on their last start. They lined up at 4/6 vs 50/1 here.   
 
Adam Wedge was seen to great effect again and he appears to be turning into (or is already) 
a top-class rider. He outrode Bryan Cooper here for me, being further forward and kicking 
earlier than his pursuer.  He is stable jockey to Evan Williams but is increasingly getting 
more opportunities for Emma Lavelle and Rebecca Curtis, to name but two. Sean Bowen 
may well have ridden this one had he not been injured, which is just bad luck. Sadly for him 
Curtis may want to give him more rides now.  
 
His winning ride here was a good excuse to see if I could find a micro angle of sorts, that 
may be a useful starting point for us moving forwards. Having hunted around for some time 
I came up with… 
 
Micro Angle 
 

• Jockey: Adam Wedge 

• Handicap Chase (standard, not novice)  

• Drop 1 Class from LTO  

• 16/1< (guide, 0/7, 0p above)  

• 2018> 
 
45 bets / 15 wins / 25p / 33% sr / +83 SP / +106 BFSP / AE 2.41 / Expected Wins: 6.22  
 

• Evan Williams: 8/25, 14p, +47  

• 0-1 Chase Wins: 10/25, 15p, +67 BFSP  
 
There’s no doubt Adam Wedge is a better rider than he was a few years ago, as you’d 
expect. And he’s getting support from yards who seem to be on the up also. He tops the pile 
by some way in this timeframe for handicap chase jockeys riding class droppers, and while 
it’s very ‘micro’ there’s plenty of logic there and with any luck it will point us to a few 
winners once jumps racing resumes.  
 
* 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.10 – Stable Plate  
 
This race was won by Simply The Betts, who’s price halved within minutes of Imperial Aura 
confirming the form earlier in the week. He wasn’t stopping come the line and bar the horse 
mentioned below, looks to be one to follow – well, it will be interesting to see how high he 
can climb and whether stepping up in trip unlocks more. It could be the handicapper will get 
a grip and he will be hard to place- connections will be hoping he progresses in the same 
way that Road To Respect (160s/G1 horse) did when taking this in 2017.  
 
I’ve mentioned this in a previous review post, but I will endeavour to pay more attention to 
‘eye popping’ Racing Post Ratings (RPRs) – on his previous start at Cheltenham in Jan he 
won off OR 140, achieving and RPR of 159. His revised mark was 149 and was some 
indication as to the level of that winning performance and how well-in he could still be off 
149. And he was still open to improvement. Noting the ‘eye poppers’ (esp a week or two 
before the Festival) could be worth the effort. Of course, this point isn’t just valid for The 
Festival but more generally. It’s not always this easy and often enough the RPRs may be 
built into the price, but they’re still a useful rating in our armoury, especially when trying to 
assess how well handicapped a horse may be.  
 
Harry Whittington – I had a dive into his stats hoping to unearth some micro gold but as yet 
haven’t done so. You may wish to note that in handicap chases, with Last Time Out winners 
he’s now… 8/23, 12p, +11 .  
 
Louis’ Vac Pouch (8YO/P Kirby) (OR 144)  
 
He’s the one I want to take from this race given that he’s now 2/7, 4p over fences, this being 
only his second handicap chase. It was also only his second start for his new yard and I’d like 
to think there’s more to come as a chaser – his chase mark has since been dropped to 142. 
That looks workable. While he wouldn’t have won, I suspect he’d have been even closer 
than his 10L defeat in 7th had he not been hampered two out, when still going ok. He then 
clambered over the last. It was his first run here and was a decent effort, especially given his 
lack of experience in big field handicap chases. He’s come late to the chasing game but has 
taken to it well and Phil Kirby may improve him. He has won over 3m at Ascot in a soft 
ground handicap hurdle so there’s a chance he could step up in trip – Kirby does like having 
runners at Wetherby and they could plot him for something like The Rowland Meyrick on 
Boxing Day, won this season by their Top Ville Ben.  
 
It may be they keep him to intermediate trips and given the run here, you wouldn’t 
begrudge them eyeing up the likes of the Paddy Power in early January, The G3 near the 
end of the same month and of course the Autumn races, such as the Bet Victor Gold Cup in 
November. One to keep an eye on, even more so if they can train him to race more 
prominently. And he could improve for better ground also. His lightly raced chase profile, his 
mark and this run suggests he’s got a ‘Saturday Handicap’ in him.  
 
 
 
 



I’ve no thoughts on the Mares Novice so straight to the… 
 
5.30 – The Kim Muir  
 
Milan Native  
 
The purpose of these review posts hasn’t been to drag myself over hot coals after another 
mediocre week but looking back, given the odds/his profile/a chase, this has to go down as 
‘the’ missed handicap bet of the week. Such was my muddled/tired mind I wasn’t that close. 
Ignoring his profile for a moment – he hit various trainer/owner stats and pointers from my 
guide, both for Elliot and Gigginstown. When combined with the horse being one of the few 
in here who was unexposed over fences (it was his handicap chase debut also) it was clearly 
quite the omission at 16s. Part of the error was being unaware that Rob James (claiming 7lb) 
had ridden winners galore in the pointing field (not your average 7lb claimer) and I wrongly 
assumed Codd had the choice, which I don’t think he did this time. The horse had big field 
form also. As Elliot stated after, this had been the plan for some time, and in hindsight of 
course it’s even more significant that he was kept to beginners’ chases (but decent ones at 
that) to build up experience while protecting his mark – and over a trip too short.  
 
Two starts before this win he was 21L behind Allaho in 2nd, visibly outpaced but showing 
promise. Allaho isn’t a handicapper . He then finished 2nd again at Gowran over 2m4f, 
outpaced again but staying on. Watching those efforts back now it wasn’t hard to assume 
he would appreciate this step up in trip.  
 
I suspect the front three from that Gowran Beginners Chase (15th Feb) may be worth 
following… 
 
Spyglass Hill (7YO/Henry De Bromhead) 
 
He powered away here in heavy to win by a relatively easy 6L and may have beaten 
Carefully Selected the time before had he not fallen. I believe he now has an Irish mark of 
145 and obviously Milan Native (2nd this day) has franked the form. He ran an RPR 148 in 
this race, which was a career best. You’d have to think there’s more to come and that he has 
a decent handicap or two in him at some stage. He’s generally been kept to soft/heavy 
ground, with better going more of an unknown. But there are plenty of big handicap chase 
pots for them to target and he should be fine (even better maybe) stepped back up in trip.  
 
Ontheropes (6YO/W Mullins)  
 
He was a fast finishing 3rd in this race, having got outpaced before powering up the hill, only 
1 3/4L behind Milan Native. He pulled up on his next start, the jockey reporting he made a 
noise, and I assume he’s had a wind op or something done since. We shall see. He’s only had 
7 career runs, plus a 2nd in a Point. He also comfortably beat Spyglass Hill in a maiden hurdle 
in April 19. So, the form has a strong enough feel to it – certainly when looking at horses 
who may make a mark in decent handicaps. This 3rd was his best chase run to date and if 
he’s had a wind issue that’s been holding him back, there could be plenty more to come. 
He’s still got a bit to learn over fences but is rated 137 and I’d like to think he will show 



himself to be better than that at some point in the next year. Maybe he could make up into 
a Thyestes horse, back at Gowran in Jan 2021, a race that Mullins has won four times in the 
last seven years. Two of the last five winners have been rated 139/137.  
 
I’d like to think that the top three from this race have more wins in them, including the Kim 
Muir winner… back to him for a moment… 
 
Milan Native 
 
He stayed on well here as if he could develop into a ‘national’ type of sorts although we 
shouldn’t get too excited about the form just yet. In saying that he was beating solid 
course/Festival yardsticks – but only that and they were generally in the grip of the 
handicapper/exposed enough.  
 
I had a look back at Gigginstown’s Fetsival record in handicap chases to see if that may give 
an indication as to his future. This was their 5th win in such contests.  
 
Their previous two handicap chases winners before this were…  
 
Road To Respect – he’d go on to hit a rating of 169 and develop into a solid G1 performer.  
 
Empire Of Dirt – He won the Troytown at Navan on his next start the following Autumn, off 
149 and would eventually end up rated 166.  
 
Connections will be hoping Milan Native progresses to match those heights. He should still 
be rated to win a handicap or two and he’s still open to any amount of improvement over 
fences. This win wasn’t as devastating as those two named above but he wasn’t stopping 
come the line. Maybe they will eye up The Galway Plate (could be short enough) or 
something like The Kerry National.  
 
The other two of interest for the future/next season from this race were…  
 
Deise Aba and Champagne Platinum. The latter moved like a very well handicapped horse 
off 138 but still with plenty to learn in the jumping department. I’m also not convinced he 
stayed up the hill (I believe the original plan was the Novice Handicap Chase but he didn’t 
get in). I suspect they will pencil in the odd summer/autumn target for him and off 138 he 
should do some handicap damage one day. The Hobbs horse went well for a long way and 
ran as if he could have more staying handicaps in him next season. He’s still open to 
improvement and given his owner (Trevor Hemmings), Aintree will always be discussed as 
an option.  
 
* 
 
That’s all for my take on Day 3.  Onto Day 4, which will follow asap.  
 
Josh  


