
RACING TO PROFIT: FREE REPORT 

CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL 2016 

 

INTRO 

Hello and thank you for downloading this free report.  

I will try and keep this brief but you know what I am like. Below you can find the full trends 

and stats for The Coral Cup (Handicap Hurdle).  

I have gone through all the stats and trends and pulled out what I think looks like a ‘Winning 

Profile’ which you can use to help with shortlisting. Of course you may go through the race 

profile and think that other stats are more important.  

Before that I have annotated my trends/stats checklist and explained the headings to avoid 

any confusion.  

I recently recorded a video of me using my Horse Race Base account to find these stats for 

the Coral Cup. If you would like to watch that you can do so HERE>>>> 

In the next few days (Sunday hopefully) I plan to release my Cheltenham Stats Pack. These 

trends and stats will not be repeated on my blog.  

This will include trends/stats profiles for all 10 Handicap Races. It will also include some 

general stats for handicap chases and handicap hurdles as well as a few micro systems and 

‘trainer profiles’ for the handicaps. I will also include a few of the non-handicaps as a bonus.  

You will be able to get your copy for £17+ VAT via ClickBank, usual 60 day no questions 

asked money back guarantee if you decide it isn’t for you.  

So, you all have that to look forward to. Whether you get a copy or not, you have this free 

report and hopefully it helps you and I identify a few tasty bets and with any (plenty!) of 

luck, the winner.  

*** 

Big Race Trends and Stats should always be used as a guide. I am conscious they are not for 

everyone and that there are many sources of free trends available in the online horseracing 

community.  

However, I am confident that I have a unique approach and that some of the stats you will 

struggle to find elsewhere. But, you can judge that for yourself. This approach has helped me 

find numerous big priced winners this season and last season, and will continue to do so 

moving forwards.  

*** 

Happy Punting,  

Josh  

http://racingtoprofit.co.uk/blog/test-post-2/
http://racingtoprofit.co.uk/blog/test-post-2/


What follows is the checklist that I use when analysing a ‘big race’. This is the format for all 

of the races that will follow in the main guide. It is the checklist I use for all of my 

stats/trends analysis.  

The list below is annotated to explain any trends/stats that may be unclear.  

Where a stats type/heading is not included in a certain race, you can assume that I attached 

no significance to the stats I unearthed.  

IMPORTANT: As far as I am aware Horse Race Base (which is what I use for this analysis) 

does not take account of form outside of the UK and Ireland. So, a horse that just has French 

form and is having his first start in the UK won’t come up in some stats. You should treat 

such horses as a separate entity when analysing them.  

*** 

CHECKLIST 

TRENDS 

Previous Place 

 The finishing position of the horse in its most recent race 
Horse Age 

 The age of the horses 
Days Since Run 

 The number of days past since the horse last ran on the racetrack 
Horse Weight 

 The weight that the horse carried on its back during the race.  
Horse Official Rating 

 The official British Horseracing Authority rating of the horse. The ‘OR’. (Official 
Rating) 

Season Runs 

 The number of times the horse had ran this season, which this season started on the 
26th April 2015.  

Wins (Distance) 

 How many times had the horse won at the distance of the race in question? I rarely 
use this stat as it isn’t that useful, but every now and then there are some interesting 
stats.   

Maximum Distance Winners Had RUN Over 

 The furthest that the horse had ever run over. For example, in a 2m race you may find 
that those horses that had ran over 24f or further in their career are 0/50, 0 places in 
this race historically – I would suggest they may not have the pace for 2m if 
connections have tried them over 3m or further! That may be an exaggeration but it 
demonstrates this angle!  

Maximum Distance Winners Had WON Over 

 Likewise, similar to above. The furthest the horse had ever won over in their career.  
 



Position In Market 

 The ordered position of the winners in the market. In some races, maybe not 
Cheltenham, all the winners may have come from the top 3 in the market for 
example. That can help narrow down a field, or give you a good steer as to where to 
look!  

Odds 

 The odds of the winners to Industry Starting Price  
 
*** 
OTHER STATS 
 
Miscellaneous 1 
 
Origin of Horse 

 Great British Bred (GB – denoted in the Racing Post by a blank when looking at the 
horse. If no symbol as below, assume they are GB bred) 

 Irish Bred (IRE)  

 French Bred (FR) 

 USA (USA)  

 German (GER) 

 New Zealand (NZ)  

 There are others, hopefully self-explanatory.   
Headgear 

 The record of those wearing headgear, and the different types.  
Weight (excl J-Claim) 

 The weight of the horse excluding the claim of the jockey. So, as it would appear on 
the racecard, ignoring any jockey claim 

Pos Wgts (ex Clm) –  

 The ordered position of weight carried by horse compared to competitors, excluding 
jockey claims. Ie – the record of Top Weights, or Bottom Weights  

 
‘The ‘Running’ Characteristics’ 
 
H (Horse) -Run (90 days) 

 How many times had the competitors run in the previous 90 days  
H – Run (career) 

 How many career runs had the horse had, in total.  
H- Run (Hncp/Non Hncp) 

 How many times had the horse run in this type of race – for the handicaps this will 
refer to the number of runs a horse had had in handicaps.  

H-Run (NH Race Type) 

 How many times had the horse run in this type of national hunt race type – Chase, 
Hurdle or National Hunt Flat.  

H- RUN (Hncp NH Race Type)  

 How many times had the horse run in this type of handicap national hunt race type – 
so for a handicap chase, it will look at the record of the horse in handicap chases.  



H- Run (track) 

 How many times had the horse run at the track. (so, Cheltenham on this occassion)  
H- Run (Track-NH Code) 

 How many times had the horse run at the track in this type of national hunt race 
type. So, for a chase, how many times had the horse run in chases at Cheltenham.  

H-Run (Fences) 

 For chases only. How many times had the horse run over these types of fences. 
Cheltenham, as defined by HorseRaceBase are ‘very stiff fences’. They also define 
Haydock and Aintree’s Grand National fences as very stiff. So, this stat, if applicable, 
will look at the record of horses in chases over those fences. Given recent 
modifications to many fences, in particular Aintree, this stats may well become less 
relevant.  

 
H-Run (Last Win)  

 How many times horse has run since last winning. This is useful to determine whether 
typical winners of this race were generally ‘in form’. Ie, 18/18 had won at least once 
in their last two starts.  

H-Run (Last Placing) 

 Likewise, how many times had a horse run since last placing? This will be places in 
line with bookmakers’ rules. So, for a 5 runner race you have to be in the top 2 to 
place. 16 runner+ handicap would mean finishing 4th was placed, for example.  

 
The ‘Winning’ Characteristics 
 
H-Win (Career) 

 How many times had the horse won in their career to date.  
H-Win (NH Race Type) 

 How many times had the horse won this type of national hunt race type.  
H-Win (Hncp/Non) 

 How many times had the horse won in this type of handicap or non-handicap race 
type. So, for the 10 handicaps I look at his will show the number of times a horse had 
won in all handicaps they had run in.  

H-Win (Hcap NH) 

 Horse wins in this type of handicap national hunt race type. So I a handicap hurdle, 
like the Coral Cup, how many times had the horses won a handicap hurdle previously.  

H-Win (Class) 

 How many times had the horse won in the class? For Horse Race Base they consider 
G1,G2,G3,Listed as separate classes, rather than all as just Class 1s.  

H-Win (Grp/Grd/Lst) 

 How many wins had the horse won in this type of class before. Only applies to those 
races that are this class – so Graded or Listed. If the trends race is a C2 Handicap this 
stat shows no results.  

H-Win (Season) 

 Horse wins this season.  
H-Win (Track) 
H-Win (Track/NH Code) 
 



H-Win (Festival)  

 Had the horses/winners won at the Cheltenham Festival previously?  
 
Miscellaneous 2 
 
Best in Three Runs 

 The best finishing position of the horses in their previous three runs.  
Best in Five Runs 

 The best finishing position of the horses in their previous five runs.  
Class Move 

 The record of those moving in class from their last run. A move from a Grade 2 down 
to a Grade 3, for example, counts as a move down of one class.  

Distance Move 

 The record of those moving certain distances from their previous race.  
Highest Class Run 

 What is the highest class the horses had ever run in? 
 
Highest Class Win 

 What is the highest class that the horse had ever won at? For example this can 
highlight whether previous Grade 1 winners have a decent or poor record in the race 
concerned.  

H-Places (NH Race type) 

 How many times had the horse placed in the national hunt race type concerned?  
 
Horses ‘Last Race’ Characteristics  
 
(LR)-last run – NH Race Type  

 What national hunt race type did they run in last time out (LTO) and how well did 
they do. So, in a chase for example, we can see how well those performed that ran in 
a hurdle race LTO.  

(LR) Hcap/Non 

 Did they have their last run in a handicap or non-handicap, and their record?  
(LR) Race Class (inc Irish) 

 What class did they run in LTO? Ie in some races, a C2 handicap say, those that ran in 
C4 or below may have a very poor record.  

(LR) Grp/Grd/Lst 

 The record of those that ran in a graded or listed level race LTO?  
(LR) No. of Runners 

 How many runners competed in their last race, and what where their records. I 
included this because most Festival races are large fields, and in particular I wanted 
to see the record of those that may have ran in a small field race 2-5 runners say, 
LTO. For some races this may be a negative. An interesting stat nonetheless.  

(LR) Track 

 What track did they run at LTO?  
 
 
 



Trainers (of interest)  
 

 The record of certain trainers. Like with all stats/headings I use my own 
interpretation to decide who is included. In general I will list all those responsible for 
winners, and then those that have had at least 10 runners without a win. Sometimes 
I will include other trainers if I deem them a big name, ie a Willie Mullins being 0/8, 0 
places or something.  

 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIG RACE TRENDS 

Day 2  

14.50 The Coral Cup Handicap Hurdle 

18 previous renewals since 1997 

483 runners, 72 placed horses 

1 winner down as having ‘no run’ in Horse Race Base, most likely had no UK form. As such 

some of the stats will be out of 17, rather than 18.  

*** 

THE WINNING PROFILE?  

 Aged 5-9  

 Ran 16-120 Days Ago (places for 121+ days is strong though)  

 0-7 runs this season 

 Horse had NEVER RAN over 25f or further  

 NOT USA of German (GER) Bred 

 0-3 previous rRuns at Cheltenham Only  

 0-5 career wins ONLY 

 0-4 hurdle wins ONLY 

 0-2 handicap wins ONLY 

 Horse had WON above Class 4 

 Ran at Class 3 or higher Last Time Out (LTO) 

*** 

TRENDS 

Previous Place 
 

 14/17 (that ‘had run’) Top 6 LTO 
o 14/359 runners, 61 places…78% winners…74% runners…85% places 
o Fell LTO: 0/16, 1 place 
o PU LTO: 0/7, 0 places 
o 7th or worse: 3/119 runners, 10 places…17% winners…25% runners…14% 

places  
 
Horse Age 

 18/18 Aged 5-9 
o 10 yo+ : 0/31, 3 places 
o 9yo: 1/43, 3 places…5.5% winners…9% runners…4% places 
o 5-8: 17/409, 66 places…94.5% winners, 85% runners…92% places 



Days Since Run 
 

 17/17 (‘with a run’) ran 16-120 days ago 
o 1-15 days: 0/37, 2 places 
o 16-30 days: 2/160, 18 places 
o 31-60 days: 11/182, 32 places 
o 61-120 days: 4/78, 11 places 
o 121+: 0/21, 8 places 

 31-120 days, 15/260 runners, 43 places…83% winners…54% 
runners…60% places 

 
Season Runs 
 

 18/18 had 0-7 runs this season 
o 8+ : 0/37, 3 places 

 
Maximum Distance Winners Had RUN Over 
 

 17/17 RAN over max distance of 24.5 F 
o 0/61, 2 places had RUN over 25f or further in career 

 
Odds 

 17/17 priced 40/1 or shorter SP 
o 50/1 + : 0/94, 2 places 

 
*** 
 
OTHER STATS 
 
Miscellaneous 1 
 
Origin of Horse 
 

 GB: 3/121, 17 places 

 IRE: 7/230, 36 places 

 FR: 8/88, 14 places  

 USA: 0/24, 4 places 

 GER: 0/15, 1 place 
 
Headgear 
 

 Cheekpieces: 0/19, 3 places 

 Blinkers: 0/48, 3 places 

 Visor: 2/21, 2 places 

 Hood: 0/9, 0 places 
 

 



Pos Wgts (ex Clm) 
 

 Clear Top Weight: 0/15, 3 places 
 
‘The ‘Running’ Characteristics’ 
 
H- Run (Hncp) 
 

 14/18 had 0-6 handicap runs 
o 14/264, 47 places…78% winners…55% runners…65% places 
o 7+ : 4/219, 25 places…22% winners…45% runners…35% places 

 
H-Run (NH Race Type) 
 

 15/18 had 0-9 Hurdle Runs 
o 15/278, 46 places…83% winners…58% runners…64% places 
o 10+ : 3/205, 26 places…17% winners…42% runners…36% places 

 
H- RUN (Hncp NH Race Type)  
 

 15/18 had 0-5 handicap hurdle runs 
o 15/333, 58 places…83% winners…69% runners…81% places 
o 6+ : 3/150, 14 places…17% winners…31% runners…19% places 

 
H- Run (track) 
 

 4+ runs: 0/64, 4 places 
 

H- Run (Track-NH Code) 
 

 4+ runs: 0/47, 3 places  
 
H-Run (Last Win)  
 

 15/16 of those with a previous win to name  had WON at least once in previous 5 
starts 

o 1/121, 12 places had not 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The ‘Winning’ Characteristics 
 
H-Win (Career) 
 

 18/18 had 0-5 career wins 
o 6+ : 0/105, 15 places 

 
H-Win (NH Race Type) 
 

 18/18 had 0-4 hurdle wins 
o 5+ : 0/51, 7 places  

 
H-Win (Hncp/Non) 
 

 18/18 had 0-2 handicap wins 
o 3+ : 0/103, 12 places  

 
H-Win (Hcap NH) 
 

 18/18 had 0-2 handicap hurdle wins  
o 3+ : 0/54, 6 places 

 
H-Win (Grp/Grd/Lst) 
 

 1+ win listed/graded level: 0/37, 7 places 
 

H-Win (Season) 
 

 18/18 had 0-2 wins this season 
o 3+ : 0/57, 8 places 

 
H-Win (Festival) – Just for Cheltenham 
 

 1+ : 0/21, 3 places 
 

Miscellaneous 2 
 
Distance Move 
 

 Dropping down 1f or more: 2/117, 12 places…11% winners…24% runners…17% 
places 

 
Highest Class Win 
 

 Those who had only won up to, and including C4: 0/66, 8 places 
 
 



Horses ‘Last Race’ Characteristics  
 
(LR) Race Class (inc Irish) 
 

 C4,5,6 LTO : 0/67, 7 places 
 
Track LTO (of interest) 
 

 Newbury: 2/50, 9 places 

 Fairyhouse: 2/10, 3 places 

 Ffos Las: 2/5, 2 places 

 Kempton: 2/40, 6 places 

 Haydock: 2/26, 4 places 

 One win each: Thurles / Doncaster/Uttox/Leop/Ayr/Leic/Ascot 

 Navan: 0/13, 2 places 

 Fontwell: 0/22, 2 places 

 Wincanton: 0/21, 1 place 

 Cheltenham: 0/39, 7 places 

 Punch: 0/13, 3 places 

 Sandown: 0/38, 4 places 
 
Trainers (of interest)  

 N Henderson: 2/40, 4 places 

 P Hobbs: 2/23, 4 places 

 M Pipe: 2/46, 4 places 

 1 win each: Miss V Williams/A J Martin/D McCain Jnr / A King / P Nicholls/F 

Murphy/T J Taffe/Dr R Newland/E J  O Grady / G Elliot / C Roche 

 D Pipe: 0/16, 2 places 

 Nick Williams: 0/4, 2 places 

 Jonjo O’Neill: 0/14, 5 places 

 W Mullins: 0/15, 2 places 

 N Meade: 0/11, 2 places 

 NTD: 0/11, 1 place 

 

*** 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERAL HANDICAP STATS 

I have applied the checklist above to all handicap chases and all handicap hurdles (excluding 

the two for more unexposed horses, the Novice Handicap Chase and the Fred Winter 

Juvenile Hurdle) in order to try and spot any general patterns.  

Below is just a sample of some of those stats from the Handicap Hurdle ‘Profile’… 

So, looking at Handicap Hurdles, the last 5 Festivals.  

 Those that ran in a chase LTO are 0/44, 4 place 

 Raced at Ascot LTO - 0/32, 2 places 

 Raced at Newbury LTO - 0/72, 11 places 

 Dropping in class from last run (a drop of 1 class can be a G3 to a Listed)...well, of 

those that raced in a UK/Irish race LTO...0/95, 4 places.  

*** 

That is all for this report. I hope you have found it interesting and useful. Good luck when 

applying the stats to the Coral Cup. The main report will be out in a few days so do look out 

for that. I would like to think it will be an essential companion for this year’s Cheltenham 

Festival but I suppose I am biased! : )  

Josh  

 


